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join or become a member of any other lodge

or lodges, the fum of half-a-crown ſhall be

paid for regiſtering his name in the grand

lodge books, fo often, and for every fuch

lodge as he fhall join or become a member of.

""

LORD Petre fucceeded the duke of Beaufort

in 1772, who prefided over the fociety five

years to the general fatisfaction of the bre

thren. Under his lordship's aufpices maſonry

was diligently cultivated both at home and

abroad. To this nobleman it has been re

ſerved to lay the foundation ſtone of the hall

for the grand lodge in the prefence of 160

ladies, and upwards of 400 brethren.

CEREMONY obferved at laying the Foundation

Stone of FREE-MASONS HALL.

ON Monday the 1ft of May 1775 the right

hon. lord Petre, accompanied by his officers

and a numerous and brilliant company of

maſons, laid the foundation ſtone of Free

mafons-hall in Great Queen-street, Lincoln's

inn-fields, in folemn form. About twelve

o'clock the proceffion entered the ground,

where the hall was to be erected, in the fol

lowingmanner: Two tylers with drawn fwords

L -an
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-an excellent band of martial mufic-the

brethren who were not in office two and two,

properly cloathed the grand - ftewards in

their regalia, with white rods, two and two

Provincial grand-mafters in their regalia

paft grand-officers properly cloathed-prefent

grand-officers with their badges and cloathing.

In this form the proceffion continued three

times round the ground ; then the preſent

grand-officers, preceded by Thomas Sandby,

efq. the architect, entered a trench, which

had been cut for the occafion, and proceeded

to the north-eaft corner of the ground ; the

other grand officers and brethren, with the

mufic, were ranged on each fide the trench

on fcaffolding. After a folemn piece of mufic

had been played, the grand-fecretary read

aloud the following infcription, which was

engraved on a plate, and depofited within the

foundation ftone:

-

Anno Regni Tertii Quindecimo,

Salutis Humanæ M DCC LXXV. Menfis

Maii Die Primo

Hunc Primum Lapidem

Aulae Latomorum

(Anglicè, Free and Accepted Maſons)

Pofuit

1.
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0
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1

Pofuit

Honoratiffimus Rob. Edv. Dom. PETRE,

Baro PETRE de Writtle,

Summus Latomorum Angliae Magiſter ;

Affidentibus

Viro Ornatiffimo Rowlando Holt, Armigero,

Summi Magiftri Deputato ;

Viris Ornatiffimis

Joh. Hatch et Hen. Dagge,

Summis Gubernatoribus ;

Plenoque coram Fratrum concurfu.

Quo etiam tempore regum, principumque

favore ftudioque fuftentatum maximos per

Europam honores occupaverat

Nomen Latomorum.

Cui infuper nomini fummum Angliæ conven

tum præeffe fecerat univerfa Fratrum per

orbem multitudo.

E Cœlo defcendit.

ΙΝΩΘΙ

Tho, Sandby,Arm . Architecturæ Prof. R.A.A.

Architectus.

ΣΕΑΥΤΟΝ ,

A TRANSLATION of the above infcription

was likewife read by the grand fecretary ;

and is as follows :

L2 IMA
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IN the 15thyear of the reign of George the

Third. On the 1ft day of May in theyear of

Man's Redemption 1775. This Firft Stone of

Mafons-hall was laid by the Right Hon. Ro

bert Edward Lord Petre, Baron of Writtle,

Grand-mafter of the Mafons of England, acr

companied by the Worshipful Rowland Holt,

Efq. Deputy Grand-mafter, theWorshipful John

Hatch and Henry Dagge, Grand-Wardens,

with the whole fraternity of Free-mafons. At

which time the Name of Mafonry was highly

boncured throughout Europe, being protected

and encouraged by the particular Favour and Re

gard of Kings and Men of high Rank. And

the Mafons Lodge in England was by the whole

Brotherhood, throughout the World, made to

prefide over Mafonry.

From Heaven it defcended.

KNOW THYSELF.

Thomas Sandby, Efq. Profeffor of Architecture,

and A. R. A. Architect.

THE grand-mafter then depofited the foun

dation ftone with the ufual formalities. After

which the deputy grand-mafter prefented the

fquare to the grand-mafter, when his lord

fhip tried the corners of the ſtone, and then

returned
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returned it to the deputy, who gave it to the

architect. The fenior grand-warden next

prefented the level to the grand-mafter, who

therewith tried the ſtone horizontally, and re

turned it as before. The junior grand-warden

then preſented the plumb-rule to the grand

mafter, who applied it properly, and returned

it as before. His lordſhip then ſtruck the

ftone three times with a mallet, on which the

grand-treaſurer waved his wand, and the bre

threnjoined in the grand honours of maſonry.

The following anthem was then fung, com

poſed for the occafion by Henry Dagge, efq.

viz.

1

To Heav'n's high Architect all praife,

All praife, all gratitude be given,

Who deign'd the human foul to raiſe,

By myftic fecrets fprung from Heav'n .

CHORUS. Thrice repeated.

Sound aloud the great JEHOVAH's praiſe, '

To him the dome, the temple raiſe.

THE following was felected by Dr. Dodd,

and fet to mufic by Mr. Fiber :

CHORUS.
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CHORUS.

Behold, how good and joyful a thing it is,

brethren, to dwell together in unity ;

AIR.

It is like the dew of Hermon, which fell

upon the hill of Sion : for theſe the Lord pro

mifed his bleffing, and life for evermore.→→

Pfalm 133.

RECITATIVE.

Ob, pray for the peace

hall profper that love thee.

of Jerufalem! They

CHORUS.

Yea, becauſe of the houſe of the Lord, I

will ſeek to do thee good !

4

THIS Concluded with a grand and folemn

chorus; when brother Bottomley, maſter of

the ftewards lodge, pronounced the follow

ing oration ; viz.

BRETHREN !

Mankind having loft their native innocence,

and forfeited their Creator's ſpecial favour and

protection; the inclemency of the revolving

feafons,

fea
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ſeaſons, the rapacity of ferocious animals,

and that unfriendly hoftile difpofition, one

towards another, which too ſoon ſprung forth

as a natural fruit of their own depravity,

rendered it neceffary for them to build fuch

places offafety for their refidence and repoſe,

as the different circumftances of time and

place, the different materials and qualifications

in the art of building they were then in poffef

fion of, gave opportunity and ability to build.

THUS came the univerfal fcience of Free

mafonry into ufe, which, though at firft

without regularity and order, though crude

and indigeſted, as it needs muſt be, very

early comprized in it, all, or moſt, of the

liberal fciences.

As the art of building became uſeful to

individuals and to families for the purpoſes

of conveniency, prefervation, and fafety, fo

did it become uſeful to larger focieties in pro

moting their mutual intereft, their grandeur,

and their fame. For it is obfervable, that

the erecting public buildings to promote ſpe

cial public ends, hath generally helped on

confiderably thofe ends for which they were

built,
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built. How did the tabernacle in the wil

derneſs animate the heavy-footed Ifraelites,

and fpur them on in their career of victory ?

How did it raiſe the fervour of their devo

tions, and attach them cloſer to their God.

How did the Temple at Jerufalem cement

the ties of friendſhip and religion, after it

was built ? How did its glory and magnifi

cence excite the attention of the wondering

world, and, magnet like, draw all the curious

great of every country to behold its fplen

dor? How did it often pave the way for Him

who had placed his name there, to obtain a

refidence in their hearts ? Whilft ftruck with

wonder at the art, the coftlinefs and beauty of

that houſe, many were led to contemplate

upon the all-wife Contriver, and to become

the grateful, willing fervants, and pious wor

fhippers of the Almighty Owner, of whom

aforetime they had heard but little, and

known much leſs !

INDEED fo uſeful have ftately public build
#

ings in all ages been, in promoting the par

ticular views and purſuits of thoſe who have

built them, that the raifing fuperb and mag

nificent ftructures hath been common to all

numerous
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humerous focieties, as well religious as fcien

tific, as well military as commercial. This

was diſcovered fo early as the days of Nimrod;

for the Babel builders under him are found

to fay , " Let us build us a city and tower

Let us make us a name-left we be fcat

tered abroad." Innumerable other inftances

hiſtorians have recorded of focieties, as foon

as they were able, having built themſelves

magnificent edifices for their public affemblies

and for other purpoſes ; and frequently ac

cording to the magnitude and grandeur of

fuch ſtructures, they have flouriſhed and been

efteemed.

ON this felf-fame principle Free- mafons

have long ardently wifhed to build themfelves

a hall, wherein they might with honour, equal

to the occafion, hold their general meetings.

It may be remembered, the endeavours to

effect this noble work, to gratify this long de

fire, have been much oppofed by many; tho'

I think rather from fome unfavourable or in

judicious meaſures in the first attempt, than

from a mature diſapprobation of the thing

Genefis, ch. 11. V. 4.

M
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attempted : however, that oppofition has now

happily fubfided, we feem all to have joined

hands to further this glorious work, and to

effect the fame, " are united all as one." To

your kind patronage, my lord , and to the

patronage of your noble predeceffor †, is this

bleffing under Providence chiefly owing, and

as a return for fo much kindneſs, the honour

of laying this foundation ftone has, by Pro

vidence, been referved for you. To fee this

work fo promifingly begun, my brethren,

muft fill each zealous mafon's mind with an

unuſual joy-muft raiſe our fanguine hopes

of encreaſing glory to the craft.—'Tis this

that tunes the mind for feſtive ſong-'tis this

infpires me to make this feeble effort in be

half of this great work-'tis this that gives

unufual powers to my tongue!

Ar laying the foundation ſtone, and at the

completion of public buildings, it has been

no unuſual cuſtom to hold a feſtival, and

obſerve the fame by every poffible mark of

joy : thus did Solomon at the completion of

his temple- To God did he dedicate the

* Lord Petre. + Duke of Beaufort.

fame,'
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fame, with moſt coftly facrifices and oblations.

And they who returned from captivity to

build the ſecond temple (as if unable to con

tain themſelves, to the completion of that

great and truly glorious work, for joy at

their return, and that they were permitted to

begin the work*) when the builders laid the

foundation-They ſet the prieſts in their ap

parel, with trumpets, and the Levites with

cymbals to praiſe the Lord-and they fung

together praiſing and giving thanks- and all

the people fhouted with a great ſhout, when

they praiſed the Lord and the noife was

heard afar off. Though not alike worthy

and important with the occafion I here allude

to, is the preſent occafion ; yet, the preſent

is fit cauſe of feftive joy and mirth to all whọ

wiſh a profperous ftate to maſonry. It is like

wife worthy of the tongue of the moſt cele

brated orator to ſpeak on this occafion ; for

the moſt voluble tongue of the learned and

moft eloquent, could not in the time propor

tioned to this occafion exprefs half its praiſe,

IT is not needful to dwell hiſtorically on

our order, nor have I time to enlarge thereon

* Ezra, chap. 3.

M 2 in
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in a ſcientific way; fufficient it is to fay, It is

founded upon ſcience, upon morality, upon

friendship and benevolence. Whatſoever is

great and good meets with a plaudit here

whatſoever is virtuous- whatſoever deferveth

praiſe-maſons are called to meditate upon,

and practiſe in their lives.

MASONRY expands itſelf to all of every

party-of every people- preferves good fel

lowſhip, on the broad bottom of good man

ners and good morals. Men of all perſuaſions

may here unite, hold intercourſe and friend

fhip-affift and be affifted by each other: and

herein is it as fome have fung, no unfit “ type

" for future bliss," agreeable to the celebrated

Young in his defcription of the heirs of future

blifs ;

" Chriftians and Jews, and Turks and Pagans ftand

" One blended throng, one undiftinguished band."

Friendship, that heaven-born paffion, unites

us to each other, and levels all diſtinction.

It emboldens the poor to look upwards to

the rich with modeft confidence, and inclines

the rich to embrace the poor with courteſy

and
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and affection*.- Great are the benefits that

flow from hence to thofe who are in want of

a friend ; and, who is the man, that never

wants one? Where elfe can they of low de

gree eſtabliſh fuch connection ? Where elfe

obtain acceſs to friends fo fuperior in fitua

tion+?

* The epithet of Brother, like mufic, has a charm

to footh the favage breaſt-it diffolves the diftance

too frequently kept up between high and low though

the poor and low, thus favoured by the rich and

great, under the influence of the true maſonic prin

ciple, ſhould never forget their real eſtate- ſhould

not be rude, or affuming upon their brotherhood , but

gratefully acknowledge the honour done them by

Free-mafonry itſelf, and by thofe, who are made

thereby to condefcend to ftretch out to them the hand

of fellowship and friendſhip.

+ Religion, indeed, inculcates friendſhip by the

moft endearing and engaging motives ; but alas, its

effects are scarcely found among its profeffors- by

far too feldom among its most fanguine and zealous

votaries . Why in mafonry it is more common, is

hard to tell ; perhaps the convivial glafs, as it ex

hilarates the fpirits, it warms the affections ; and fuch

is the nature of man, that he does more from paffion,

than from perfuafion. And let me hence obſerve, that

we ought to be very cautious who we recommend as

candidates for admiffion into our affemblies ; and very

cir.
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BENEVOLENCE, the cape ſtone of our myſtic

dome-that God-like virtue, that ennobles hu

man nature, and gives luftre to the chriftian ;

fhines moft confpicuous in the maſon-by it,

we deal with liberal hand bread to the hungry

-byit, we footh the troubled heart- alleviate

the diftreffes of the afflicted-pour balm upon

the wounded-provide a phyſician for the

fick, adminifter comfort to the priſoner, and

fometimes fet him free- fuch are the genuine

fruits of maſonry,

SECRECY is another virtue moſt forcibly in

culcated by free-mafonry. It indeed may be

called a diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of our

order, and is of great utility to mankind.

While the babbler and tale-bearer are dif

circumſpect in admitting them : treacherous defigning

men, when once admitted among us, may foon engage

the affection of the unwary and unfufpecting amongſt

the brotherhood, may abuſe their friendſhip by artifice

and cunning, may make them an eaſy prey to fraud

and coufenage ; in ſhort, as friendſhip is the bond and

cement ofour order, no brother ought to recommend

any one to become a brother and companion, but

fuch as he himself would wish to make a friend and a

partaker of his own friendſhip.

turbers
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1

turbers of public peace, and pefts to fociety

by our attention to, and practice of, ſecrecy,

we naturally contract habits of filence and

prudent reſerve, which in a thouſand inftances

contribute to peace and quiet, good neigh

bourhood and good-will.

THE order and decorum of our reſpective

affemblies, fhould not on this occafion eſcape

my notice, this deferves particular applauſe ;

for even this itſelf, if there was nothing elſe

in maſonry of diſtinguiſhed worth, even this

itſelf renders our fociety ( if confidered only

as a matter of amuſement) ſuperior to all

others of that kind. But, it may with truth.

be faid, that prudence, manly fortitude, tem

perance, the ſtricteft juſtice, and indeed what

foever things are true, whatſoever things are

honeſt, juft, pure, lovely, of good report, if

there be any virtue, any thing deferving praiſe,

theſe things are repeatedly recommended, en

forced and impreffed upon the mind, bythe

principles and ufages ofour ancient inſtitution.

WE have now laid this foundation ftone

let it remain a perpetual memento of the ho

nour
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nour the craft enjoyed, under the auſpices of

fuch a noble patron ; and of that amity and

friendſhip, that at this æra fubfifts among the

brethren. As the houſe to be erected on this

foundation bids fairto cement us more, as well

as to aggrandize our fame, let us exert our

felves to put it in the power of our ingenious

architect to fpare no needful coft, to make it

ſtrong, to make it rich and beautiful ; that in

future ages ( if no fatal cataſtrophé ſhould be

fall it) the wondering beholder may have caufe

to fay, fure ,fomething great and good is in

this mafonry, that its votaries have with fuch

profufion expended treaſure, have difplayed

fuch art, fuch grandeur, and fuch elegance in

adorning this their houfe ; but as no coft, no.

art, no fame, or numbers, can make us truly

great except ourſelves are good, let us, whilſt

we are ftriving to raiſe this ſtructuré, as an

emblem of our intrinfic worth and goodneſs,

keep pace with the workmen who are carry..

ing on this emblem, by a daily progrefs in

eternal virtue. If mafonry fhines refulgent

by the splendour of her building, let maſons

alſo ſhine, by their virtue, their benevolence,

and charity. As the walls here to be erected

will often circumfcribe our focial band, let

friend
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friendſhip unite our hearts by every virtuous

tie , and, as we do not now fo much apply

ourſelves to the ftudy of the liberal arts, as

thereby to raiſe our fame and greatneſs, let us

convince the world, that we attend to virtue→→→

let us eſtabliſh our houſe and fame in truth

and righteouſneſs.

THE oration being ended, the grand-trea

furer again waved his wand, and the grand

honours were given as before. A grand piece

of mufic was then performed by the inftru

ments, and an ode on maſonry rehearſed ;

after which the grand officers left the trench,

and the proceffion was refumed, and conti

nued three times round as before.

THE whole ceremony was conducted with

the greateſt order and decorum. The grand

mafter and the reft of the brethren then pro

ceeded through the city in proceſſion in their

carriages, without expofing any of the Enfignia

ofthe order, to Leather-fellers Hall, where an

elegant entertainment was provided, and the

evening concluded with great joy and fefti

vity.

N CE
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CEREMONY obferved at the Dedication of

FREE-MASONS HALL.

ON Thurſday the 23d of May 1776, the

right hon. lord Petre, the grand-mafter and

his officers, with a very numerous and very

brilliant company of paft grand officers and

brethren of eminence and diſtinction , with the

members ofthe hall committee and their af

fiftants, affembled in the committee room ad

jacent to the hall, where the grand lodge was

opened in ample form about 12 o'clock.

Upwards of 200 ladies, who were compli

mented with tickets to fee the ceremonies

and hear the mufical performers, attended,

and were introduced by the affiftants to the

hall committee into the galleries of the hall.

In the upper part of the hall the orcheſtra

was built, where above 60 inftrumental and

30 vocal performers were placed. The maf

ter and wardens of lodges, and private bre

thren, were arranged in particular feats fet

apart for their reception in the hall. The

proceffion was formed in the committee room,

and confifted only of preſent and paſt grand

officers, grand-ſtewards, members of the

hall

*
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hall committee and their affiftants, and the

mafters ofthe ſeven oldeſt lodges prefent. At

half past twelve the proceffion entered the

hall in the following order :

GRAND Tyler, with a drawn fword- four

tylers, carrying the lodge covered with white

fattin- mafter of the feventh lodge, carrying

two filver pitchers, containing wine and oil

the maſter ofthe fixth lodge, carrying a gold

pitcher, containing corn- affiftants to the hall

committee, with white rods, two and two

members of the hall committee, who were

not grand-officers, two and two- the brethren

from the lodge of Alfred in Oxford in their

academical dreſs , two and two- grand-ſtew

ards, two and two-the first light carried

by the maſter of the fifth lodge-wardens of

the ſtewards lodge- mafter of the ſtewards

lodge-paft grand-fword-bearer- architect,

carrying fquare, level, and plumb-rule

maſterofthe fourth lodge, carrying the bible,

compaffes, and fquare, on a velvet cuſhion

grand-chaplain- grand-fecretary, with the bag

-grand-treaſurer, with the ftaff-provincial

grand-maſters, juniors walking first-the fe

cond light carried by the mafter of the third

N 2 lodge
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lodge-paftjunior grand-wardens, juniorswalk

ing firſt- paft fenior grand-wardens, juniors

walking firſt-the third light carried by the

mafter of the ſecond lodge-junior grand

warden fenior grand-warden-deputy grand

mafter- maſter of the fenior lodge, carrying

the book ofconſtitutions-grand-fword-bearer,

carrying the fword of ſtate-grand-mafter.

ON the proceffion reaching the grand

mafter's .chair, the brethren who formed the

proceffion were proclaimed, and from that

ftation walked round the hall three times ; at

the end of the third proceffion, the preſent

and paſt grand-officers repaired to their feats

on a platform at the upper part of the hall,

and the other grand-officers to the upper part

of the front feats on each fide of the lodge ;

and the grand-ſtewards and members of the

hall committee to the lower part of the fame

feats. Immediately on the grand-maſter being

proclaimed, the mufic began to play, and con

tinued to perform a grand piece till all the

members in the proceffion were ſeated ; the

lodge was then placed in the centre of the

hall, and the three lights, with one gold and

two filver pitchers, containing corn, wine, and

oil,

·
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oil, were placed thereon ; the bible, com

paffes, fquare, and book of conſtitutions, on

a velvet cuſhion, being placed on the pedeſtal,

the foundation ftone anthem (p. 85) was

then fung; after which an exordium on ma

fonry was pronounced by the grand-ſecretary,

and we are exceedingly forry it cannot be in

ferted ; but must refer our readers to the elo

gium given of it in Dr. Dodd's Oration *,

concluding with the architect's defire to return

the implements intrufted to his care at laying

the foundation ftone, on which the architect

addreffed the grand-mafter as follows :

MOST worshipful and right hon. grand

maſter ! on laying the foundation ftone of

this moft magnificent building, your lordſhip

was pleaſed to intruft thefe implements to my

care. I have uſed them, and I truſt with ſome

degree of credit, in raifing this maſonic ſtruc

ture, now ready for dedication, which, though

far from being finiſhed, has obtained the ap

probation of fo great a judge in architecture

as your lordſhip, our greateſt artiſts in ge

neral, and the whole body of mafons in parti

·

* Quarto edition, p. 11.

cular.
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cular, I now beg leave to return thefe (fquare,

level, and plumb-rule) having in the firſt in

ftance uſed them to advantage . The orna

mental part, I hope to be able to finish in

that elegant and delicate ftile the fraternity

wiſhes, ftrictly adhering to the moſt correct

rules in architecture. Moft excellent grand

mafter, grand-officers, grand-ſtewards and

brethren, be pleafed to accept of my moit

grateful thanks, in preferring me to any other

to raiſe your maſonic hall, and which I hope,

when finiſhed, will give you all ſatisfaction.

His lordship expreffed his approbation of

the architect's conduct, and commanded the

proper officers to receive back the implements

which had been delivered him at laying the

foundation ſtone. A folemn piece of mufic

was next performed, during which the ladies

withdrew to tea and coffee, and fuch of the

muſicians who were not mafons, retired to

accompany them. The grand-maſter then

ordered the hall to be tyled, on which the

lodge was uncovered, and the grand-ſecretary

informed the grand-mafter, that it was the

defire ofthe fociety to have the hall dedicated

to maſonry ; on which the grand-maſter com

manded

1

•

"

?
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manded the grand-officers to affift in that ce

remony, during which the organ kept play

ing folemn mufic. The grand-officers then

walked round the lodge in proceffion three

times, ſtopping each time for the ceremony of

dedication at the end of the first proceffion,

the organ was filent, and the grand-maſter

declared in folemn form the hall dedicated to

maſonry, which being proclaimed by the

grand-ſecretary, the grand honours were given :

at the end of the fecond proceffion, the organ

was filent, and the grand-mafter in folemn

form declared the hall dedicated to virtue,

which being proclaimed, the grand honours

were given as before : at the end of the third

proceffion, the organ was filent ; and the

grand-maſter in folemn form declared the hall

dedicated to univerfal charity and benevolence,

which being proclaimed, the grand honours

were given as before the lodge was then co

vered, and the ladies introduced amidſt the

acclamations of the brethren : next a grand

anthem (p. 86) was ſung. The following

oration on maſonry was then delivered by

William Dodd, L.L.D. grand-chaplain.

MOST
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MOST worſhipful grand-mafter and brethren

all ! there never was a ftranger paradox ad

vanced, than that, which the gloomy philofo

pher of Malmesbury hath laboured to fupport,

against the fociability of man. Every feeling

ofthe human heart,-every trait in the human

character,—every line in the hiftory of civi

lized nature ſerves to explode the idea ; and to

convince us, " that man is a being formed.

forfociety, and deriving from thence his higheſt

felicity and glory." Nay, indeed, the hiftory

of mankind might well be confidered as " the

biftory of focial life ; perpetually and inva

"riably tending more and more to perfec

* tion."

It is not to be doubted, that the mighty

mafter-hand, which with fo much facility

created from the duft of the earth the two

first inhabitants of it, could, with equal eafe,

have created thousands of the fame fpecies,

and have given them all the means and ad

vantages of perfect civilization. But He

thought good to create two only, with an evi

dent purpoſe to a gradual population of the

earth which he had formed ; and to a gradual

advancement of thofe improvements, for which

He

"
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He wifely fitted the human mind ; and in

which He as wifely determined to keep that

mind continually occupied.

HENCE, we perceive, that from this fertilé

and unexhauſted ſtorehouſe of human intelli

gence and invention, arts, ſciences, and cul

ture of every kind have proceeded, with gra

dual progrefs ; and MAN,-peculiarly diſtin

guiſhed as he is from the whole animal crea

tion, by his boundleſs capability of invention

and improvement-MAN hath ſtill gone on to

cultivate and adorn focial life : and to beau

tify and bleſs that life with all which Utility

could aſk ; which Reafon could approve ; nay,

or even the luxuriance of Fancy itself, with

charmed eyes, could delight in and admire !

=

IMMORTALITY and glory crown the men

thoſe truly great and diſtinguiſhed worthies,

who have nobly added to the advance

ment of human happiness, by the advance

ment of civilization !-who, by the invention.

or improvement of arts and fciences- of reli

gion and laws, by human or civil culture,→

have been inftrumental to exalt the dignity,

and to enlarge the comforts of their ſpecies !

O
Kings
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Kings ofthe earth !-who have furled with

exulting triumph your ſtandards, crimson'd

in fellow-creatures blood !-mighty conquerors !

-who have proudly built your fame on wide

fpread ruin, and fearful devaftation !—how

doth your falfe honour fade, and fink into

darkneſs and obfcurity, before the ever-living

luftre of their genuine glory-thofe fathers,

friends, and benefactors of mankind-thofe

true heroes, who, like their juft emblem, the

Sun, have perpetually diffufed life, bleffing,

beneficence ; have exifted only to inftruct, im

prove, and humanize the world !

THESE-Illuftrious Hearers ! are the men,

whom we exult to call BRETHREN : and of

this truly honourable fraternity it is, that

MASONRY, throughout all ages, hath been

compofed an inftitution,-not, as the igno

rant and uninftructed vainly fuppofe, founded

on unmeaning mystery, and fupported by mere

good-fellowship :-but " an inftitution founded

" on eternal reaſon and truth ; whoſe deep

" bafis is the civilization of mankind ; and

" whoſe everlafting glory it is, to have the

"immoveable ſupport of thofe two mighty.

pillars, Science and Morality!"

'

IN

1
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IN proof of what I advance, permit me

just to touch, with a paffing pencil, -as the

time,—not as the unlimited nature of myſubject

will admit ;-juſt to touch upon~ ( 1 . ) the

ANTIQUITY ;-(2 .) the EXTENT ;—(3 . ) the

COMPREHENSIVENESS ;-(4 . ) theEXCELLENCE

and UTILITY of our Royal Art ; of whofe

daily advancing progress, highly flouriſhing

State, and unquestionable merit, who can doubt

a moment--that beholds this fplendid EDI

FICE ; that confiders this lovely, honourable,

and illuftrious affemblage ?

1

1. And permit me to obferve, that the

brighteſt title fuffer no diminution of luftre ;

nay, that Nobility itfelf derives diftinction,

from the ſupport and countenance of an infti

tution fo venerable. For, if ANTIQUITY

merits our attention, and demands our reve

rence, where will the fociety be found, that

hath an equal claim ? -Mafons are well in

formed from their own private and interior

records, that the building of Solomon's Temple

is an important æra, from whence they derive

many myſteries of their art. Now, be it re

membered, that this great event took place

above a thousand years before the Christian

O0 2 ara;

-
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ara; and confequently more than a century

before Homer, the firft of the Grecian poets,

wrote ; and abovefive centuries before Pytha

goras brought from the Eaft his fublime

fyftem of truly maſonic inſtruction, to illumi

nate our weſtern world.

BUT, remote as is this period, we date not

from thence the commencement of our art.

For though it might owe to the wife and glo

rious king of Ifrael fome of its many myftic

forms and hieroglyphic ceremonies, yet cer

tainly the art itſelf is coeval with Man, the

great fubject of it. Nay, it may be well ſtiled

coeval with Creation ; when the Sovereign AR

CHITECT raiſed on maſonic principles this

beauteous globe ;-and commanded that

mafter-fcience Geometry to lay the rule to the

planetary world, and to regulate by its laws

the whole ftupendous fyftem, in juft unerring

proportion rolling round the central Sun!

2. And as Mafonry is of this remote anti

quity, fo is it, as might reaſonably be ima

See Dacier's Life of Pythagoras.

gined
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gined, of boundleſs EXTENT. We trace its

footsteps in the moſt diftant, the moſt remote

ages and nations of the world. We find it

amongſt the firſt and moſt celebrated civilizers

of the Eaft*, we deduce it regularly, from the

first aftronomers on the plains of Chaldea, to

the wife and myftic kings and prieſts of

?

The beauty and fertility of thofe climes (the

Eaftern) ' fays Abbé Reynall, hath ever engendered

6 a moſt numerous race of people, as well as abun

• dance of fruits of all kinds. There, laws and arts,

the offspring ofgenius and tranquillity, have ariſen

from the fettled ftate of government ; and luxury,

⚫ the parent ofevery enjoyment that attends induſtry,

hasfprung out of the richness ofthe foil . India,China,

Perfia, and Egypt, were in poffeffion not only of all

the ftores of nature, but alſo of the moft brilliant

inventions of art. War has frequently obliterated

every monument of genius in theſe parts, but they

revive again out of their own ruins , as well as man

kind. Not unlike thofe laborious fwarms we fee pe

riſh in their hives by the wintry blaſt ofthe north,

and which reproduce themfelves in fpring ; retain

' ing ftill the fame love of toil and order. There are

certain Afiatic nations, which have ftill preſerved

the arts of luxury with their materials , notwithſtand

'ing the incurfions and conquefts of the Tartars."

Vol. iv. p. 489.

Egypt;

"

1
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Egypt the fages of Greece, the philofo

phers of Rome:-nay, and even to the rude

and Gothic builders of a dark and degenerate

age ; whofe vaſt temples ftill remain amongſt

us, as monuments of their attachments to the

Mafonic arts, and as high proofs of a tafte,

which, however irregular, muft always be

efteemed awful and venerable +.

In truth, in no civilized age or country hath

Masonry been neglected : the moſt illuftrious

characters, kings and nobles, -fages and le

giſlators,-authors and artiſts,—have thought

it their glory to protect and to honour it. And,

at the prefent hour, while we find the brother

bood fuccefsfully eſtabliſhed in every kingdom'

-

* The regal and facerdotal offices, in the ancient

world, were frequently united ; Melchizedec was king

and prieft ; and Virgil fpeaks of Anius under the fame

characters :

Rex Anius, rex idem hominum Phabique facerdos.

Æn. iii. 80.

So Abbé Reynall obferves, ' The Gothic ages

have left us fome monuments, the boldness and ma

' jefty of which ftill ftrike the eye amidst the ruin of

< tafte and elegance. ' . p . 526.

of
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of the earth, we are happy to rank in that

lift many names, which do honour to their

own,-would have done honour to any age.

To enumerate them would be a taſk abundantly

pleafing; but the time allows me not. It

would, however, be inexcufable to omit
par

ticularifing that Hero-King, that bright and

northern ſtar, whom the admiring world al

lows to be one of the greateſt princes, and of

whom we may juftly boaft as one of the firft

and moſt diſtinguiſhed friends and lovers of

our Art! that ancient, honourable Art, for

whoſe

6

6

I cannot with-hold from my reader the following

eulogium on the king of Pruffia, by the hiftorian fo

often quoted, and whofe work alone would confer

immortality. The king of Pruffia alone hath in

⚫ vented a new method of diſciplining armies , of head

ing battles, and of gaining victories. This prince,

who would have been better ferved by another nation ,

and certainly better commended than he could pof

• fibly be by his own ; who hath not had, fince Alex

ander, his equal in hiftory , for extent and variety

' of talents ; who, without having been himſelfformed

K

·
by Greeks, hath been able to form Lacedæmonians ;

he, in a word, who hath deſerved , beyond all others,*

that his name fhould be recorded in his age, as a

• diſtinction vying in greatness with thoſe of the fineſt

6
ages of the world : this fame king of Pruffia hath

⚫ totally
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whofe promotion and dignity LODGES are

opened in every quarter of the globe.-For

I cannot but remark with peculiar pleaſure,

that in whatſoever elfe men may difpute and

diſagree, yet they are all unanimous to reſpect

and to ſupport a fingularly amiable inſtitution ;

which annihilates all parties ; conciliates all

private opinions ; and renders thoſe who by

their Almighty Father were made ofone blood,

to be alſo of one heart and one mind ; BRE

THREN, bound, firmly bound together bythat

indiffoluble tie-" the love of their God, and

" the love of their Kind."

3. THIS alone might well be judged a fuf

ficient reaſon for the extent, and, if we may

6
totally changed the principles of war, by giving in

• fome meaſure to the legs an advantage over the arms ;

that is to fay, that by the rapidity ofhis evolutions

andthe celerity of his marches, he hath always ex

' celled his enemies, even when he hath not conquered

them. All the nations ofEurope hath been obliged

to imitate his example, in order not to be obliged.

to fubmit to him. He will enjoy the glory, fince

it is one, cf having raiſed the art of war to a degree

of perfection, from which, fortunately, it cannot

but degenerate. ' p. 452.

B
fo
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fo fay, univerfality of the Craft. But, when

to this we farther add, the COMPREHENSIVE

NESS of the inftitution, and the vaft circle of

arts and ſciences which it takes in, we ſhall not

longer wonder at that extent ; but be fatisfied,

That MASONRY muft and will always keep

pace, and run parallel with the culture

" and civilization of mankind." Nay, we

may pronounce with ftrict truth, That where

Mafonry is not, civilization will never be

found. And fo in fact it appears : for, in

Savage countries, and barbarous climes—

where operative Mafonry never lays the line,

nor ſtretches the compass-where ſkilful Ar

chitecture never plans the dome, nor rears the

well-ordered column ;-on thofe benighted

realms, liberal Science never fmiles, nor does

ingenuous Art exalt, refine, embelliſh, and

foften the mind *!

66

BUT, give MASONRY once to exert her

heaven-defcended talents, even in realms like

* Ovid's famous line is fo well known, and become,

es it were, fuch a general axiom, that it is ſcarce need

ful even to hint at it;

Ingenuas didiciffe, &c .'

P

"

thofe
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thofe ; let her rear the dwelling, and teach

the lofty temple to emulate the clouds ;-fee

what a train of Arts immediately enter, and

join, in ample fuite, to give their patron Ar

chitecture completion and glory * !-Lo ! at

their

The Genius,' fays Abbé Reynall, which

prefides over Deſign raifed three of theſe arts at

" once ; I mean Architecture, Sculpture, and Paint

"
ing. Architecture, in which convenience of itſelf

regulated thofe proportions of fymmetry that con

tribute to give pleaſure to the eye ; Sculpture,

which flatters princes, and is the reward of great

men; and Painting, which perpetuates the remem

brance of noble actions, and the inftances of mutual

love.' And ſpeaking of the union and dependence

of the arts and manufactures , he goes on, • Manu

factures contribute to the advancement of know

"

"

เ
ledge and of the fciences. The torch of induſtry

⚫ ferves at once to enlighten a vaft horizon. No

6

mon.

art is fingle : the greater part of them have their

forms, modes, inftruments, and elements, in com

The mechanics themſelves have contributed

prodigicufly to extend the ftudy of mathematics.

Every branch of the genealogical tree of ſcience.

has unfolded itſelf with the progreſs of the arts and

handicrafts. Mines, mills, cloth-works, dying, have ,

enlarged the ſphere of philofophy and natural hif

tory. Luxury has given rife to the art of enjoyment,

which is entirely dependent on the liberal arts. As

'foon

6

<

-

་

·
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their head, Sculpture with his animating chiffel

bids the forming marble breathe !-See Paint

ing with his vivid pencil ſteal Nature's faireſt

tints, while the glowing canvas ftarts beneath.

his touch into beauty and life ! -See the long

labours of the loom ; the ftoried tapeſtry, and

the rich wrought filk, employed to decorate

the habitation which every art and every ex

ertion of the manufacturer and mechanic are

bufied to complete !

>

BUT not the manual arts alone attend :

through the finished dome divine
hark !

"

' foon as Architecture admits of ornaments with

out, it brings with it decorations for the infide of

' our houſes ; while Sculpture and Painting are at the

' fame time at work for the embelliſhment and adorn

' ing ofthe edifice. The art of Defign is employed

' in our drefs and furniture. The pencil, ever fertile

in novelty, is varying without end its ſketches and

' fhades on our ſtuffs and our porcelain . The powers

ofgenius are exerted in compofing at leifure mafter

' pieces ofpoetry and eloquence, or thoſe happy fyf

' tems of policy and philofophy, which reftore to the

people their natural rights , and to fovereigns all

' their glory, which confifts in reigning over the heart

"

' and the mind, over the opinion and will of their

fubjects, by the means ofreafon and equity , ' P. 492 .

"

P 2 Mufic
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Muficpours her foul - commanding founds ; with

her artful hand and finely-varied tones fweetly

enforcing the lofty and inftructive leffons of

heaven-born Poefy !-which, whilft it wraps the

delighted mind in deep contemplation, gives

birth and being to thoſe fage, thofe civil, thoſe

legislative and moral plans ; or, in one word,

to all that round of fpeculative Mafonry, which

fecures, adorns, and dignifies fociety ; and

repreſents in ftrong contraft the favage, and

the civilized man *!

NUT

See the hiftories of the Savages in America,

Kamſchatzca, Greenland , &c. The ingenious author

of The View of the internal Evidence of the Chrif

tian Religion' (to whom I am happy in an oppor

tunity to pay my feeble tribute of thanks for his

ufeful, well-timed, and irrefragable work) obferves,

• That ifwe turn our eyes to thofe remote regions of

the globe, to which fupernatural affiftance has never

yet extended, we fhall there fee men, endued with

⚫ fenfe and reaſon not inferior to our own, fo far from

being capable of forming fyftems of religion and

morality, that they are at this day totally unable to

make a nail or a hatchet;-From whence we may

furely be convinced , that reafon alone is fó far from

" being fufficient to offer to mankind a perfect reli

gion, that it has never yet been able to lead them

to any degree of culture or civilization. ' P. 116, &c.

6

THUS

·

6
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THUS Comprehenfive is the noble Art we

boaſt , and ſuch are the triumphs of Architec

ture alone, in whofe ample grafp are contained

fuch numberlefs benefits to human nature,

and which may justly be deemed the peculiar

and favourite child of civizilation, as well as

the unerring mark and criterion of that civili

zation, and of the progrefs of the fine arts

in every ſtate.Were I to proceed- or had

I affumed for my proof that wonderful, all

informing ſcience on which Maſonry is built;

nay, and which- proud Miftrefs of Arts!

iffues forth her commanding laws, not only

to thofe arts, but even to nature-even to

nature's ampleft round the folar fyftem itself:

-had Geometry been my theme- the time

would have failed me to have recounted even

a part of that comprehenfive extent and reach

of inftruction ;-that inexhaufted fund of in

formation and knowledge, of improvement

and advantage, which it imparts to its ftu

dious votaries. Happy votaries-adepts in

true Mafonry-ever the zealous and moſt ar

dent admirers of natural and moral beauty !

for they are eſpecially fenfible of the beauties

of that world, which, amongſt the intelligent

Greeks, knew no other name. And well in

deed

•
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deed might it be ftyled Korpos, effential

" BEAUTY ; "-for it excels, at once, in all

the regularity of order, the exactneſs of pro

portion, the glow of colouring, the force of

expreffion, and the ftrength of defign.

4. BUT future and more extenfive difcuf

fions of this high and entertaining theme may,

perhaps, through your honourable fanction

engage my pen*. For the prefent- after what

hath been already advanced, can any man

doubt a moment of " the EXCELLENCE and

" UTILITY of MASONRY," thus deep in an

tiquity, boundleſs in extent, and univerfal in

its comprehenfion of fcience, operative and

fpeculative ; thus, in its wide bofom, em

bracing at once the whole circle of Arts and

Morals?

To attempt its encomium (particularly

after what has been already fo ably, ſo ele

gantly advanced by my worthy brother+)

would be " wafteful and fuperfluous excefs ;"

* The author did not live to publiſh any thing more

on Maſonry.

+ Mr. HESSELTINE, the Grand-fecretary, whofe

Exordium was not more elegant and instructive, than

ably and eloquently delivered.

would
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would be, in the fine language of our firſt

and fublimeft of Bards,

" To gild refined gold, to paint the lily,

"Tothrow a perfume on the violet ;

"To fmooth the ice ; to add another bue

" Unto the rainbow ; or, with taper-light

" Tofeek the beauteous eye ofHeav'n togarniſh."

For who, in this polifhed, this improving

age, is infenfible of the attraction, the excel

lence, the utility of the Fine Arts, the Li

beral Sciences * ? Who, in this peculiarly

humane

* It is a pleaſure to remark, that while our country

has equalled Rome in arms, fhe is every day advanc

ing, and we truft will rival Greece in Arts ;—fo

that Virgil's fine compliment to both theſe countries,

we may hope, will be completely applicable to her:

• Excudent alii fpirantia mollius æra

< Credo equidem, vivos ducent de marmore vultus ;

• Orabunt caufas melius, cœlique meatus

• Defcribent radio, & furgentia fidera dicent :

Tu regere imperio populos , Romane, memento !

Hæ tibi erunt artes ; pacifque imponere morem,

Parcere fubjectis, & debellare fuperbos.

Æn. vi. 847.

Bifhop Hall, in his Quo Vadis (p . 644) fpeaking

of England, fays, The double praiſe which was of

' old
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humane and philanthropic æra, is cold tothe

call of BENEVOLENCE that never failing

attendant on the ingenuous Arts ;-that all

pervading, all-performing virtue, which in

one ſhort and eafy word, Thou shalt love thy

neighbour as thyself, comprizes all duty, and

confummates the round of moral perfection .

INDEED, the celebrated Eulogy which C1

CERO paffeth on philofophy, may with equal

propriety be applied to MASONRY, duly prac

tifed and rightly understood. For in that

view it will be found eminently " the im

" provement of youth, and the delight of

" old age. The ornament of profperity, the

refuge and folace of adverfe hours : it

pleaſes at home; is no incumbrance abroad:

" it lodges with us ; travels with us ; and

" adds amuſement and pleaſure to our rural

" retirement +.

WITH

old given to two great nations, that Italie could not

be put downe for armes, nor Greece for learning,

is happily met in our one Iland . Thoſe therfore

that crofs the feas to fill their braine, doe but tra

⚫ vell northward for heat, and feeke that candle

⚫ which they carry in their hande.'

cc

6c

•

+
Hæc ftudia adolefcentiam alunt, fenectutem

⚫ oblectant; fecundas res ornant ; adverfis perfugium

ac
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WITH heart-felt zeal and fincerity, allow

me then, right noble and worthy Brethren, to

congratulate you on the advancement, the

progreſs, and preſent ſtate of our uſeful, ex

cellent, antique, and myftic Lore ! more par

ticularly allow me to congratulate you onthis

great and feftive day; on this folemn DEDICA

TION with high pomp and fong, of an EDI

FICE, which does equal credit to its architect,

and to the craft ; and which promiſes a long

line of ſtability and glory to Maſonry, in this

its favourite land !

AND while by our fincere good-will and

friendly regard each for the other ; -while by

our liberal and merciful relief of the Brethren

in diftrefs ;-while by the eſtabliſhment of an

univerfal language and communication, for

ac folatium præbent ; delectant domi ; non impe

diunt foras ; pernoctant nobifcum ; perigrinantur ;

rufticantur.' And fo alfo Vitruvius, in his Preface,

p. 14, finely obferves, Do&tum (hac in fcientia)

folum ex omnibus, neque in alienis locis pere

grinum effe, neque, amiffis familiaribus & neceffariis

inopem amicorum; fed in omni civitate civem cen

feri, adverfofque fortunæ cafus poffe defpicere.'

Vitruv. Præfat. L. vi.

the

"
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the attainment of thoſe two purpoſes through

out the earth, under the feal of moft facred

and inviolable fecrefy;-whilft thus, we ſeem

to have amply provided for the intereſts of

BENEVOLENCE : fo let us, by every method,

and by every encouragement in our power,

court the LIBERAL ARTS to come and dwell

amongst us : let the means of their cultiva

tion and improvement be the frequent fubject

of our beſt and moſt ſerious difquifitions : let

us endeavour to hold forth every engaging al

lurement, that they may approach and apply

their elegant and wonder-working fingers, to

finiſh the beauties of this well-ordered dome;

and to make it, what we wifh, the diftin

guiſhed refidence of immortal MASONRY!

AN æra, which cannot be far diftant: for

the magnificence of our building, in ſo ſhort

a period, thus wonderfully grown up before

us, fpeaks in emphatic language, at once the

zeal and the ability of its friends ; and ſti

mulates-with a force far beyond all the

eloquence of the moſt perſuaſive orator;

ftimulates every noble heart to a gallant emu

lation, and muſt inſpire a wiſh to contribute

towards
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towards the perfection of fo beautiful and

elegant a defign .

NOR Can the brilliant and generous ex

ample of that illuftrious NOBLEMAN, who fo

honourably prefides over us, want its due ef

fect ;-a Nobleman- you, my Brethren, all

agree with me-not more diſtinguiſhed as a

Maſon than as a Man! whofe love of liberal

Arts, and whofe regard for moral virtue, are

not confined to the Lodge, but accompany and

adorn him in all the walks of life ! Under

fuch aufpices may the Craft reft happy and

fecure, and flouriſh for ever as the Palm!

and may this HALL, awfully dedicated to

Maſonry, to Virtue, to Benevolence *, ſtill and

for ever behold each ennobling ſcience, each

ingenuous Art, fmile and triumph, foften and

civilize beneath its roof !-May private

friendſhip and public virtue dignify and dif

tinguish the heart and character of every

Mafon, who here ſhall form and fill the myſ

tic Lodge !

See the Ceremonial of Dedication.

Q2
AND

}

&
4.

•

"

K
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AND when the facred folemn rites are

done, when feftive Hilarity affumes his focial

feat, may decent politeneſs, and fweetly-fmil

ing innocence, for ever wreathe the chaplet

for his brow, crown his bowl, and command

his fong!

AND, while amidſt the ſcientific labours of

the Lodge, elevated ſchemes of improving

Art engage and enrapture our Minds ; while

holy and ancient myſteries warm the imagina

tion with improvement's kindred glow ; -

while in the mournful inveſtigation of a Bro

ther's wants pleading pity melts our eye, and

generous compaffion fwells the feeling breaft;

-while amidſt the chearful exertions of

inoffenfive mirth, of heart-enlarging, friendly

communication-reflection fhall be enabled

to look back with pleaſure, and impartial

conſcience ſhall find nothing to diſapprove:

then, my Brethren, may we, with comfort

and with confidence, lift up our adoring

hearts :

___________

AND WE DO LIFT THEM UP To Thee, Great

Nature's adorable and wonderous Geometri

cian ! Almighty Parent of the World ! wife

Former
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Former of Man! imploring on this, and on

all ourother laudable undertakings, thy favour,

thy bleffing, thy aid, without which, vain and

fruitleſs are all the efforts of feeble,men !—

'Tis from Thee, beneficent Founder of our

frame, that we have received, the heart to

feel ; the band to labour ; the eye to behold ;

the ear to hear; the tongue to proclaim ; and

all the faculties which make us fufceptible of

moral, partakers of naturalgood ! -Teach us,

then, to delight in them, to improve them as

thy bleffing ; and through the beauty, order,

and excellence of created things, to view, con

template and adore thy uncreated excellence

and beauty !

FORMED as thy Temple, and enriched with

the ornaments of thy creative wiſdom,

confummate Architect of thy mafter building,

Man!-we look up to Thee, to inspire us

with underſtanding, with ſcience, with virtue,

with all which can dignify, refine, and exalt

our nature, and render the temple at least not

wholly unworthy of its facred inhabitant !

To this end, direct us to make the BLESSED

VOLUME ofthy inftructive wiſdom, the never

vid

-

erring
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érring Square to regulate our conduct †; the

compaſs within whoſe circle we ſhall ever walk

with fafety and with peace ; the infallible

plumb-line and criterion of rectitude and truth !

Enable us to fill up every ſphere of duty with

exactneſs and honour ; and by our amiable

attention to all the fweet and bleffed offices,

the endearing charities of ſocial life in parti

cular, teach us to win the love of thoſe who

unite in thofe tender offices with us : and as

fathers, hufbands, friends, as worthy men

and worthy Mafons,-to diſtinguiſh and exalt

the profeffion which we boaſt!

AND, while through thy bounty- rich Dif

penſer of every bleffing ! -our cups overflow

with plenteouſneſs, and wine, and corn, and

oil*, delight and cheer our boards : Oh, may

+ Shakespeare-that all comprehending genius,

in his play of Antony and Cleopatra puts a speech

into the mouth ofAntony, act ii. fcene 3. which plain

ly fhews that immortal bard was one of our brethren :

" My Octavia,

" Read not my blemiſhes in the world's report,

" I have not kept mySquare ; but that to come

" Shall all be done by rule."

* See the Ceremonial of the Dedication.

Our
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our full hearts never be wanting in gratitude,

and in the voice of thankſgiving to Thee;

in liberal ſentiments and fuccour towards every

laudable undertaking ; in the quickeſt ſenſi

bility, and readieft relief we can give to the

woes and diftreffes of our fellow-creatures

of all mankind-of every being, univerfal Lord!

who bears thy image, and looks up to thy

providence ; who is fed by thy hand, hopes

for thy future and all comprehending mercy,

and can and will triumphantly unite with us,

-with the general voice of Maſons and of

Men,-earneſtly and emphatically ſaying,

" Father of All! in every age,

" In every clime ador'd ;

" By Saint, by Savage, and by Sage,

" Jehovah, Jove, or Lord !

" To Thee, whoſe temple is all ſpace,

Whofe altar, earth, fea, ſkies ¿

" One chorus let all Being raife,

" All Nature's incenfe rife!"

66

AFTER
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AFTER this the Coronation Anthem was

fung, viz.

Zadock the priest, and Nathan the prophet,

anointed Solomon king. And all the people

rejoiced, and faid, God fave the king, long

live the king, may the king live for ever.

Amen. Hallelujah !

Hallelujab-For the Lord God omnipotent

reigneth. The kingdom of this world is be

come the kingdom of our Lord and of his

Chrift, and he fhall reign for ever and ever,

King of Kings, Lord of Lords. Hallelujah!

AFTER which, donations from feveral re

fpectable brethren were proclaimed. Then

the following New Ode, written by a mem

ber of the Royal Alfred Lodge at Oxford, and

fet to mufic by Mr. Fisher, was performed,

qiz.

STROPHE,

AIR .

WHAT folemn founds on holy Sinai rung,

When heav'nly lyres, by angel-fingers ftrung,

According to th' immortal lay,

That hymn'd creation's natal day.

RECI

1
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a

RECITATIVE, accompanied.

'Twas then the fhouting fons of morn

Bleſs'd the great omnific word :

" Abaſh'd hoarfe jarring atoms heard,

Forgot their pealing ftrife,

" Ánd foftly crowded into life,

When order, law, and harmony were born .

66

CHORUS

The mighty maſter's pencil warm

Traced out the fhadowy form,

And bade each fair proportion grace

Smiling nature's modeft face.

AIR. I

Heaven's rareſt gifts were ſeen to join

To deck a finiſh'd form divine,
***

And fill the fov'reign artiſt's plan ;

Th'Almighty's imageftamp'd theglowingframe,

And feal'd him with the nobleſt name,

Archetype of beauty, Man.

ANTISTROPHE.

SEMI-CHORUS and CHORUus.

Ye fpirits pure, that rous'd the tuneful throng,

And loos'd to rapture each triumphant tongue,

R
Again,
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Again, with quick inftinctive fire,

Each harmonious lip infpire:

Again bid ev'ry vocal throat

Diffolve in tender votive ftrain.

AIR.

Now while yonder white-rob'd train

Before the myſtic ſhrine

In lowly adoration join,

Nowſweep the living lyre, and fwell the melt

ing note.

RECITATIVE.

Yet ere the holy rites begin

The conſcious fhrine within,

Bid your magic fong impart.

is femt

"T

13

*

AIR.

How within the wafted heart
"

Shook by paffion's ruthlefs power,

Virtue trimm'd her faded flower,

To op'ning buds of faireft fruit.

How from majestic nature's glowingface

She caught each animating grace,

And planted there th' immortal root.

Alluding to the Brethren in their white aprons,

*The lines in Italic are omitted in the mufic.

EPODE.

&c.
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3,

DE

EPODE.

RECITATIVE, accompanied.

Daughter of Gods, fair virtue, if to thee,

And thy bright fifter, univerfal love,

Soul of all good, e'er flow'd the foothing harmony

Of pious gratulation-from above

To us, thy duteous votaries, impart.

Prefence divine..

AIR.

Thefons of antique art,

In high myfterious jubilee,

With Paan loud, and folemn rite,

Thyholy ſtep invite,

And court thy lift'ning ear,

To drink the cadence clear

That fwells the choral fymphony.

Hoax

CHORUS.

To thee, by foot profane untrod,

Their votive hands have rear'd the high abode.

ed

RECITATIVE.

Here fhall your impulſe kind

Inſpire the tranced mind.

R 2

$

AIR,
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AIR.

And lips of truth ſhall ſweetly tell

What heavenly deeds befit,

The foul by wifdom's leffon fmit :

What praiſe he claims, who nobly ſpurns

Gay vanities of life, and tinfel joys,

For which unpurged fancy burns ,

CHORUS.

What pain he ſhuns, who dares be wiſe ;

What glory wins, who dares exce).

THE following is an explanation on the

Ode, by the author, in a letter directed to

James Hefeltine, efq. viz.

Dear Sir,

INCLOS'D I have tranfmitted to you an

Ode, compofed in confequence of the requeſt

of the grand-maſter (which we confider as a

command) by one ofthe brethren ofthe lodge

of Alfred, for the confecration of the great

hall. I prefent it with all fubmiſſion to the

judgment of our brethren, they are at full

liberty to employ or reject it, to alter or cor

rect

4
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rect it as they pleafe. The author defires to

remain in obfcurity ; it is his firft attempt in

the path of lyric poetry, and he is not a can

didate for fame, where he thinks he has fo

little reafon to hope for the prize. If his com

pofition proves acceptable to his brethren of

the grand lodge, or even if it only fhews his

difpofition to attend at all times to their re

quefts, that is the higheſt ſatisfaction he hopes

from this undertaking. He is concerned, that

the nature of the fubject obliged him to be

more obfcure than he might perhaps other

wife have been ; the following outlines will

fufficiently explain to you the author's plan

how it is executed you will judge.

粤

THE Ode is defigned to be fung at the

confecration of a mafonic hall ; it is therefore

addreffed to thoſe angelic beings, who ſhouted

for joy at the creation ofthe world : they are

invited to attend the confecration of a build

ing dedicated to the ſervice of virtue, and

facred to the duties of charity and benevo

lence. The ode is divided into ftrophe, anti

Strophe, and epode, agreeable to the manner

of the Grecian lyrics. In the ftrophe, the au

thor paints the ſcene of the creation, and de

fcribeş
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fcribes the harmony which then refounded

through the univerſe, eſpecially at the forma

tion of man. In the fecond part, the anti

Strophe is the addrefs to the angelic beings

who are invited to attend a folemnity, to ce

lebrate the confecration of our building, and

to inſtruct the ſurrounding crowd, that virtue

alone could make the human form the real

image of the divine, or bring it to a corre

fpondent beauty with the other parts ofnature ;

and therefore the leaſt part, the epode, is more

particularly addreffed to virtue and benevo

lence invoking their attendance on this folemn

occafion, and dedicating to their future pro

tection and ſervice this temple of mafonry.

THE author has given his opinion how he

thinks it fhould be ſet to mufic, but that he

leaves to the better judgment of your muſical

compofer.

I SHOULD be obliged to youfor your opinion

on the ode,

I am with great reſpect,

your humble fervant and brother.

New Coll. Oxon.

Monday, April 1, 1776, 100 ml.

AFTER
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AFTER which the proceffion was refumed,

and marched round the hall three times, pre

ceded by tylers carrying the lodge as at

entrance, during which the mufic continued

playing a grand piece. The proceffion being

returned to the committee-room, the grand

lodge was cloſed in ample form, &t.

MANY other brethren exerted their talents

in compofing odes on fo important an occa

fion ; among which the following, viz.

f

ODE for the Dedication of the FREE

MASONS NEW HALL,

By the Rev. Brother Daniel Turner, A.M.

Woolwich, Kent.

STROPHE.

RECIT. and CHORUS.

What facred founds on Zion's top were heard,

When rifing light t'illume new worlds appear'd!

Seraphic bands all join'd the lay,

And hail'd creation's natal day.

RECIT. accompanied.

'Twasthen old Chaos ftood amaz'd,

Before the Almighty's face,

Heav'n and earth affum'd their place.
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Th' all pervading hand,

Divided fea and land,

Then beauty, grace, and order first were rais'd f

CHORUS.

The mighty architect defign'd,

An emblem of his fpotleſs mind :

Perfection glow'd throughout the whole,

And harmony was nature's foul.

AIR.

Unfinish'd ftill the great intent,

Once more th' Almighty word was fent,

To fill the wond'rous plan :

The new-form'd duft in majeſty aroſe,

And with his Maker's image glows,

Prince of creation, Man.

JA

ANTISTROPHE.

RECIT. and CHORUS.

Celeſtial fpirits loudly founding,

Holy harps through heav'n refounding,

Sweep the ftrings with touch divine,

Mafons will the concert join!

While the notes in higheſt ſtrain,

Wake all nature to a fong!

AIR.
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AIR .

Praife to mafons doth belong,

Maſons, fons of art reveal'd ;

Tenets pure, though deep conceal'd,

The craft and mafter extoll,

While truth and life remain.

B

RECITATIVE.

Concord's each peculiar fon,

Sure will baneful paffion fhun:

Unity's the ſtrongeſt power,

AIR:

Unity can bleffings fhower,

O'er a happy band and free ;

Such as is fam'd Maſonry.

Benevolence each heart expands,

ཊྛིནྟི

AIR continued, and at the end CHORUS,
真正

Philanthrophy extends the willing arm,

To feed-to ſhelter-and to warm,

Each who in need of pity ftands.

S EPODE :
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EPODE.

RECIT. accompanied,

Virtue, all hail ! before thy fhrine we bow;

Exalt our minds with emulation's fire,

To tread the paths of heroes let us now

Attempt and after lafting fame afpire.

To our endeavours, aid divine impart,

And grace the works myfterious of our art,

AIR.

Science ! gaudieft plume of reaſon,

Now to thee in this their.dwelling,

Maſons all mankind excelling,

Yield the palms of grateful praiſe,

And a joyful chorus raife,

Which ſhall laſt through ev'ry feafon.

CHORUS.

Long may the ſocial bond remain,

While arts and virtue grace its reign, f

R

<

!

RECITATIVE

Its influence fhall hold, De

'Till death doth all unfold.

#

970

*.*.

Mott

AIR.
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AIR.

Tread gently o'er this facred ground,

Here the dome afpiring,

Breafts mafonic nobly firing,

Leads to honour, merit, glory' ;

From deep foundations noble ftructures riſe,

Such as bear renown in ſtory.

First CHORUS.

May blifs, eternal pleaſures fair,

Crown the compafs, and the fquare.

Grand CHORUS.

Happy-happy-happy he,

Who taftes the joys of Mafonry.

THIS Ode was accompanied with the fol

lowing letter directed to the hall- committee :

Woolwich, April 17, 1776.

GENTLEMEN,

ALONG with this I prefent to your exa

mination the hafty production of a few hours,

for the ſhortnefs of time allotted me, and the

nature of my confined fituation allowed no

more. I confess the fubject to be capable of

a greater number both of philofophic, ma

S 2 fonic,
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fonic, and poetic beauties, which ſhould have

been wrought into the piece, had you fooner

adviſed me of it. If any other brother fur

niſh you with a better, the rejecting of mine

will give me pleaſure ; but ſhould mine be

approved, permit me to aſk a favour, nay to

claim a right, which true mafons will never

deny a brother.

THOUGH I am not unknown to the world

in a literary character, yet I have always been

in obfcurity, owing to the want of patronage

among the great or affluent : whatever there-.

fore tends to make me better known, is a

real ſervice to me. To affift the weak is the

glory of humanity, but the duty of a maſon.

As I am a teacher as well as a clergyman,

the printing my name and prefent place of

refidence to the ode may be of advantage to

me. Such an acknowledgment, I hope, will

not be thought extravagant for me to aſk,

who I'may ſay lives by my pen, nor beneath

you to grant. I have the honour to be with

profound refpect,

Gentlemen,

your moſt obedient humble fervant,

DANIEL TURNER.
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ODE on raiſing a HALL facred to MA

SONRY, by Brother JOHN WILLIAMSON

of London.

No more of trifling themes or vain,

My Muſe again fhall fing,

Urania claims a nobler ſtrain,

A more expanded wing.

To Maſonry exalt the joyful fong,

Soft as the infant morn-yet as the ſubject

ſtrong.

Behold! the facred ſtructure rife,

On firm foundation laid,

Where Solomon the great and wife,

His bounty firſt diſplay'd ;

The Syrian king materials brought

To aid the grand defign,

And Hiram Abiff's happy thought

Completed it divine.

In wiſdom, ſtrength, and beauty fee

Thethree grand orders hap❜ly agree.

From hence, what bleffings may ariſe

By ev'ry brother's friendly aid ;

The faireft offspring of the ſkies,

Kind Charity ! all-charming maid !

Shall
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Shall ftretch her hand the poor to blefs,

And raiſe them up from deep diftrefs ;

Banifh each forrow from the breaſt,

And, like the good Samaritan--balm impart.

Hail, Maſonry! to thee we raiſe

The fong of triumph, and of praiſe ;

For furely unto thee belongs

The higheſt notes, the nobleft fongs,

Whoſe arts with happineſs delight,

And each like brethren unite.

To noble PETRE raiſe the ftrain,

He bids the temple rife again,

Him future Grands fhall joyful own,

Who laid the firft foundation ſtone:

Let us hands together join,

Mafonry is art divine ;

Harmony ſupports the whole,

Fills the heart, exalts the foul.

Thrice hail again this noble art !

Which can fuch myftic joys impart ;

The fun which ſhines fupreme on high,

The ſtars that glifter inthe ſky,

Themoon that yields her filver light,

And vivifies the lonely night,

<

The ancient maſons always call the grand-mafter

the Grand.

Muft

14
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It.

Muft by the courſe of nature fade away,

And all the earth alike in time decay;

But, while they laft, fhall Maſonry endure,

Built on fuch pillars, folid and fecure:

And at the laft, again fhall rife

In brotherly affection to the fkies.

To Maſonry exalt the lay,

Each brother raiſe his voice,

Let fmiles around diffufive play,

And heartily rejoice.

Since noble PETRE grac'd this pile,

Both wisdom, ftrength, with beauty ſmile.

J.W
N° 18, High Holborn,

May 1776. "

0163

***/**

Directed to Capt. George Smith at Woolwich, with

request to lay it before the Hall-committee.

10

THUS ended one of the grandeft ceremo

nies of Maſonry ever exhibited in this or any

other age.

UNDER lord Petre's aufpices maſonry flou

rifhed both at home and abroad in the moft

confpicuous manner; for in the year 1772

the mafons at Barbadoes built an elegant hall

for their meetings. In 1773 the Hall-com

mittee
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7

mittee was first appointed by the grand

lodge, who had the fole care of that build

ing, and ſtill continue to have the fole go

vernment of the hall-fund, as well as of every

thing belonging to that ſtructure and its ap

purtenances, &c. This committee confifts

of all preſent and paft grand-officers, and of

the following brethren ; viz. brother James

Harrifon, brother John Teamons, and brother

Redmond Simpson. They are fubject to the

controul of the grand-lodge, to whom all re

ports of proceedings are made ; neither can

any thing be paffed into a law without the

approbation of the grand-lodge affembled in

quarterly communication. Each member has

been honoured with a filver medal, on which

is repreſented the implements of maſonry with

this motto, Vide, Audi, Tace, and on the re

verfe, a fun, with the name and number of

the owner, with this infcription ; Free Ma

fons Hall.

IN the fame year an alliance was formed

with the grand-lodge of Germany, held at

Berlin, under the patronage of his prefent

Pruſſian majefty, who in the year following

(namely,
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(namely, 1774) incorporated the fociety of

Free-mafons throughout all his dominions *.

IN 1775 the office of grand -chaplain was

revived in the perſon of the learned, but un

fortunate Dr. Dodd, L. L. D. fince whofe

death the place has remained vacant.

DURING his lordship's reign all paſt grand

officers were permitted to wear the jewel of

their reſpective offices in a circle, pendant to

a blue riband, at all the public meetings of

the fociety. In the fame reign an appendix

to the Book of Conftitutions was ordered to

be printed under the infpection of the Hall

committee.

IN 1776 the mafons at Sunderland built

an elegant room for the meetings of the King

George's, and the Sea Captains lodges, which

was dedicated in an ample form. In fhort,

during lord Petre's reign the ground was pur

chafed in London for building a Hall for the

grand-lodge of England ; the foundation ſtone

* See the History and Antiquity of Free-mafonry in

Germany.
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