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jolii or become a member of any other lodge
ot lodges, the fum of half-a-crown fhall be.
paid for regiftering his name in the grand

lodge books, fo.often, and for every fuch
lodge as he fhall join or become a member of.

. _Lonn‘Petrelfucceeded the duke of Beaufort

in 1972, who prefided- over the fociety five
years to.the general fatisfaltion of the bre-
thren. - Under his lordfhip’s aufpices mafonry
was diligently cultivated both at home and
abroad. To this nobleman it has been re-
ferved to lay the foundation ftone of the hall
for the grand lodge in the prefence of 160
ladlcs, and upwards of 400 brethren.

CERBMONY obferved at laying the Foundat;on
Stone of FRFF-MASONS HALL.

* On Monday the 1ft of May 1775 the right
hon. lord Petre, accompanied- by his officers
and a numerous and brilliant company of
mafons, laid the foundation ftone of Free-
mafons-hall in Great Queen-ftreet, Lincoln’s
inn-fields, in folemn form.  About twelve
o’clock the procefﬁon»entcn;d .the ground,
where the hall - was to be ere&ed, in the fol-
lowing manrier : Two tylers with drawn fwords
. L —32N
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—~an excellent band of martial muficethe

brethren who were not in office two and twe,.

properly cloathed——the grand -ftewards in

their regalia, with white rods, two and WG -
Provincial grand-mafters in their regalm—‘

paft grand-officers properly cloathed—prefent
grand-officers with their badges and cloathing.

In this form the proceffion- continued three

times round the ground; then the prefent
grand-officers, preceded by Thomas Samdly,
¢fq. the archite&, entered a trench, which
had been cut for the occafion, and proceeded
to the north-eaft corner of the ground ; the
other grand officers and brethren, with the

mufic, were ranged on each fide the trench-

on fcaffolding. After a folemn piece of mufic
had been played, the grand-fecretary read
aloud the following infcription, which was
engraved on a plate, anddepofited within. the
foundation ftone:

Anno Regni Tertii Quindecimo,

‘Salutis Humanz M DCC LXXV. Menﬁs,

Maiji Die Primo
Hung Primum Lapidem
: Aulac Latomorum
(Anglxcc, Free and dmpted Mﬂw)
. Pofuit

s
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- Pofuit
Honoratiflimus Rob: Edv. Dgm. PETRE,
Baro PETRE de Writtle,
Summus Latomorum Angliae Magx&cr,
Aflidentibus
Viro Ornatifimo Rowlando Holt, Armigero,
Summi Magiftri Deputato;
Viris Ornatiffimis
Joh. Hatch et Hen. Dagge,
Summis Gubernatoribus;
Plenoque coram Fratrum concurfu.

Quo etiam tempore regum, principumque
favore ftudioque fuftentatum maximos per
Europam honeres occupaverat

_ Nemen Latorhorum,

Cui infuper nomini fummum Anglize conven-
tum praefle fecerat univerfa Fratrum per
orbem multitudo, .

E Cceelo defcendit.
INQGOGI ZEATTON,
Tho, Sandby,Arm. ArchiteGure Prof. R.A.A.
Architectus.

A TraunsLarion of the above infcription
was likewife: read. by the grancL fccrctary;
and is as follows :

La | I
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In the 15th year of .the reign of George the
Third. On the 1f day of May in the year of
Man’s Redemption 1975. This Firlt Stone of
Mafons-hall was laid by the Right Hon. Ro-
bert Edward Lord Petre, Baron of Writtle}
Grand-mafter of the Mafons of England, acr
companied by the Wor/bipful Rowland Hol,
Efq. Deputy Grand-mafter, the Werfbipful John
Hatch 42d Henry Dagge, Grand-Wardens,
with the whole fraternity of Free-mafons. At
which time the Name of -Mafonry was bighly
boncured throughout Europe, being protefied
and encouraged by the particular Favour and Re-
gard of Kings and Men of bigh Rank. And
~ the Mafons Lodge in England was by the whole

Brotherbood, throughout the World, made tq
prefide over Mafonry. .
From Heaven it defcended.
Kvyow THYSELF.
Thomas Sandby, Efg. Profeffor of drchiteiiure,
and A. R. 4. Archited. :

Tre grand-mafter then depofited the foun-
dation fioné with the ufual formalities. After’
which the deputy grand-mafter prefented the
fquare to the grand-mafter, when his lord.
thip tried the cotners of the ftone, and then
e L returned
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returned it to the deputy, who gave it to the
architect.” . The fenior grand-warden next
prefented the level to the grand-mafter, whq
therewith tried the ftone horizontally, and re-
turned it as before. The junior grand-warden
then prefented the plumb-rule to the grand-
mafter, who applied it properly, and retufhed
it as before. His lordthip_ then "ftruck the
ftone three times with a mallet, on which the
grand-treafurer waved his wand, and the bre-
thren joined in the grand honours of mafonry.
The following anthem was then. fung, com-
pofed for the occafion by Hemy -Dagge, efq.
viz.

To Heav’n’s high Architet all praife, -
All praife, all gratitude be given,
‘Who deign’d the human foul to raife,.
By myftic fecrets fprung from Heay’n.

Crorus. Tbrice (epekted.

_Sound aloud. the great JEHOVAH’s praife, "
‘To him the dome, the temple raife.

. Tae following. was. f_qlc&ed by Dr. Dodd,
and fet tomufic by Mr. Fifferz - - -+ 5

Cuorus,
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CuoRrvus.
- Behold, how good and joyful a thing it is,
brethren, to dwell together in unity;

A1r.

It is like the dew of Hermon, which fell
upon the hill of Sion: for thefe the Lord pro-
mifed his bleffing, and life for evermore.—
Plalm r33.

\

ReciTATIVE,

on, pray for the peace of Ferufaiem! T hey

fhall profpcr that Jove thee.

Cuorvs.
Yea, becaufe of the houfe of the Lord, {
will feek to do'thee good !

THis concluded with a grand and folemn
chorus; when brother Bottomley, mafter of
the ftewards lodge, pronounccd the follow-
ing oration; viz.

‘ BRETHREN!
« Mankind having lofttheir native innocence,
and forfeited their Creator’s {pecial favour and
protcétlon 3 the inclemency of the revolving
s fcafons,
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fealons, the rapacity of ferocious animalsy
and that unfriendly hoftile difpofition, omne
towards another, which too foon fprung forth
as a natural fruit of their own depravity,
rendered it neceffary for them to build fuch
places of fafety for their refidence and repofe;
as the different circumftances of timme and
place, the different materials and qualifications
in the art of building they were then in poflefs.
fion of, gave opportumty and ability to build.

Twuus came the univerfal fcience of Freo-'
mafonry into ufe, which, though at firfk
without regularity and order, though crude
and indigefted, as it needs muft be, very
early comprized in it, all, or moft, of the
hberal facnces. \ *

As the art ol’ buxldmo became ufeful to
“individuals and to- famtlles for the purpofes
of conveniency, prefervation, and fafety, fo
did it become ufeful to larger focieties in pro-
moting their mutual intereft, their grandeur,
and their fame. For it is obfervable, that
the erecting public buildings to-promote fpe-
cial public ends, hath generally helped- on
confiderably thofe ends for which they were-
buile,
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buile. How did the tabernacle in the wil:
dernefs animate the heavy-footed Ifraclites;
and fpur them on‘in their career of victory?
How did it raife the fervour of their devos
tions, and attach them clofer to their God:
How did the Temple at Ferufalez cement
the ties of friendfhip and religion, after it
was buile? How did its glory and magnifi<
cence excite the attention of the wondering
world, and, magnet like, draw all the curious
great of every country to behold its fplen-
dor? How did it often pave the way for Him
who had placed his name there, to obtain a
refidence in their hearts? Whilft ftruck with
wonder at the art, the coftlinefs and beauty of
that houfe, many were led to contemplate
upon the all-wife Contnver, and to become
the grateful, willing fervants, and pious wor-
thippers of the Almighty Owner, of whom
aforetime they had heard but little, and
known much lefs !

InpEED fo ufeful have ftately public build-
ings in all ages been, in prometing the par-
ticular views and purfuits of thofe- who have
built them, that the raifing fuperb and mag-

nificent fru&ures hath been common to alk
‘ nunictous
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Sumerous focieties, as well religious as fcieti
tific, as well military as commercial.  This
Wwas difcovered fo early as the days of Nimrod;
for the Babe! builders -under him are found
to fay *, “ Let us build us a city and tower—
% Let us make ug a name-—left we be fcat-
% tered abroad.” Innumerable other inftances
hiftorians have recorded of focieties, as foon
as they were able, having built themfelves
magnificent edifices for their public affemblies
and for other purpofes; and frequently ac-
cording to the magnitude and grandeur of
fuch ftru&ures, they have flourifhed and been
efteemed,

Ow this felf-fame principle Frec-mafons
have long ardently withed to build themfelves
a hall, wherein they might with honour, equal
to the occafion, hold their general meetings.
It ‘may be remembered, the endeavours to
Effet this noble work, to gratify this long de-
fire, have been much oppofed by many; tho’ ’
I think rather from fome unfavourable or ins
judicious meafures in the firft attempt, than
from a mature difapprobation of the thing

® Genefis, ch. 11. v, 4

M
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attempted : however, that oppofition has now
happily fubfided, we feem all to have joined
hands to further this glorious work, and to
. effett the fame, *¢ are united all as one.” To
your kind patronage, my lord %, and to the
patronage of your noble predeceffor +, is this
blefling under Providence chiefly owing, and
as a return for fo much kindnefs, the honour
of laying this foundation ftone has, by Pro-
vidence, been referved for you. To fee this
work fo promifingly begun, my brethren,
muft fill each zealous mafon’s mind with an
unufual joy—mutft raife our fanguine hopes
- of encreafing glory to the craft.—'Tis this
that tunes the mind for feftive fong—"tis this
infpires me to make this feeble effort in be-
half of this great work—"tis this that gives
unufual powers to my tongue!

Ar laying the foundation ftone, and at the
completion of public buildings, it has been
no unufual cuftom to hold a feftival, and
obferve the fame by every poffible mark of
joy: thus did Solomom at the completion of
lus temple—To God did he dedicate the

* Lord Petre. + Duke of Beaufort.
- ’ fame,
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fame, with moft coftly facrifices and oblations.
And they who returned from captivity to
build the fec#nd temple (as if unable to con-
tain themfelves, to the .completion of that
great and truly glorious work, for joy at
their return, and that they were permitted to
begin the work#) when the builders laid the
foundation—They fet the priefts in their ap-
parel, with trumpets, and the Levites with
cymbals to praife the Lord—and they fung
together praifing and giving thanks—and all
the people thouted with a great thout, when
they praifed the Lord—and the noife was
heard afar off. Though not alike worthy
and important with the occafion I here allude
to, is the prefent occafion; yet, the prefent
is fit caufe of feftive joy and mirth to all who
with a profperous ftate to mafonry. It is like-
wife worthy of the tongue of the moft cele-
brated orator to fpeak on this occafion; for
the moft voluble tongue of the learned and
moft eloquent, could not in the time propor-
tioned to this occafion exprefs half its praife,

It is not needful to dwell hiftorically on
our order, nor have I time to enlarge thereon

* Ezra, chap, 3,
M2 in
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in a fcientific way; fufficient it is to fay, It
founded upon fcience, upon morality, upon
friendfhip and benevolence, Whatfoever is
great and good meets with a plaudit here—
whatfoever is virtuous—whatfoever deferveth
praife—mafons are called to meditate upon,
and pra&ife in their lives. '

Masonry expands itfelf to all of eve
party—of every people—preferves good fel-
lowfhip, on the broad bottom of good man-
. ners and good morals. Men of all perfuafions
may here unite, hold intercourfe and friend-
fhip—affift and be affifted by each other: and
herein is it as fome have fung, no unfit « type
< for future blifs,” agreeable to the celebrated
Zoung in his defcription of the heirs of future
blifs ; ‘

' ¢ Chriftians and Jews, and Turks and Pagans fand
¢ One blended throng, one undiftinguifbed band.”

Friendthip, that heaven-born paffion, unites

us to each other, and levels all diftin@ion.

It emboldens the poor to look upwards to
the rich with modeft confidence, and inclines
the rich to embrace the poor with courtefy

DR and
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and affetion*,—Great are the benefits thae
flow from hence to thofe who are in want of
a friend; and, who is the man, that never
wants cne? Where elfe can they of low de-
gree eftablifh fuch conneftion? Where elfe
obtain accefs to friends fo fuperior in fitya-
tiont? ‘ |

* The epithet of Brother, like mufic, has a charm
to footh the favage breaft—it diffolves the diftance
too. frequently kept up between high and low : th'ough
the poor and low, thus favoured by the rich and
great, under the influence of the true mafonic prin-
ciple, thould never forget their rea] eftate—fhould

_not be rude, or afluming ypon their brotherhood, but
gratefully acknowledg§ the bonour done them by
Free-mafonry itfelf, and by thofe,” who are macfe
thereby to condefcend to fretch out to them the hand
‘of fellowthip and friendfhip,

+ Religion, indeed, inculcates friendthip by the
_moft endearing and engaging motives ; but alas, its
effe@s are fearcely found among its profeflors—by
far too feldom among its moft fanguine and zealous
‘wataries, Why in mafonry it is more common, ‘is
‘hard to tell; perhaps the convwivial glafs, as it ex-
hilarates the {pirits, it warms the affeQions; and fuch
is the nature of man, that he does more from paffion,
than.frem perfuafion. -And let me hence obferve, that
we ought to be very cautious who we recommend as
candidates for admiffion into our aflemblics; and very

cire’
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BeNEVOLENCE, the cape ftone of our myftic
dome—that God-like virtue, that ennobles hu-
man nature, and gives luftre to the chriftian;
fhines moft confpicuous in the mafon—by it,
we dea} with liberal hand bread to the hungry
~by it, we footh the troubled heart—alleviate
the diftrefles of the aflicted—pour balm upon
the wounded—provide a phyfician for the
fick, adminifter comfort to the prifoner, and
fometimes fet him free——fuch are the genuing

fruits of mafonry,

Secrecy is another virtue moft forcibly in-
culcated by free-mafonry. It indeed may be
called a diftinguifhing charaéteriftic of our
order, and is of great utility to mankind.
While the babbler and tale-bearer are dif-

circum{pe& in admitting them : treacherous defigning
men, wben once admitted among us, may foon engage
the affe@tion of the unwary and unfufpecting amongit
the brotherhood, may abafe their friendfhip by artifice
-and cunning, may make them an eafy prey to fraud
and voufenage; in fhort, as friendfhip is the bond and
cement of our order, no brother ought to recommend
-any one to become a-brother and companion, but
Huch as he himfelf would with to make a friend and a
partaker of his own fricndthip. .
: turbers



[ 95 1]

 turbers of public peace, and pefts to fociety § _

by our attention to, and practice of, fecrecy,
 we naturally contraé habits of filence and
prudent referve, which in a thoufand inftances
contribute to peace and quiet, good neigh~
bourhood and good-will.

~TaE order and decorum of our refpetive
affemblies, fhould not on this occafion efcape
my notice, this deferves particular applaufe;
for even this itfelf, if there was neothing elfe
in mafonry of diftinguifhed worth, even this
itfelf renders our fociety (if confidered only
, as a matter of amufement) fuperior to all
others of that kind. . But, it may with truth
be faid, that prudence, manly fortitude, tem- -
perance, the ftricteft juftice, and indeed what-
foever things are true, whatfoever things are
honeft, juft, pure, lovely, of good report, if"
there be-any virtue, any thing deferving praife,
thefe things are repeatedly recommended, en- -
forced and impreffed upon the mind, by tke
principles and ufages of our ancient inflitution.)
- WEe have now laid this foundation ftone ;
let it remain a perpetual memento of the ho-
nour
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tour the ¢raft enjoyed; under the aufpices of
fuch a noble patron ; ‘and of that amity and
friendfhip, that at this zra fubfifts among thé
breéthiren. As the houfe to be eréfted on this
foundation bids faitto cement us miore, as well
as to aggrandize our-fame, let us exert our-
felves to put it in the power of our ingenious
) archite& to fpare no needful coit, to make it
ftrong, to make it rich and beautiful ; that in
future ages (if no fatal cataftroph¢ fhould be-
fall jt) the wondering beholder may have caufé
to fay, fure, fomething! great and good is in
this mafonry, .that. its votaries have with fuch
ptofufion expended: treafure, have difplayed
fuch art, fuch grandeur, and fuch elegance in
adorning this their houfe; but as no coft, no.
art, no fame, or numbers, can maké us truly-
great except ourfelves are good, let us, whilft
we are ftriving to raife this ftructure, as an
emblem of qQur- intrinfic worth and goodnefs,
keep pace with the workmen who are carry-.
ing: on this emblem, by a daily ‘progrefs in:
eternal virtue. 'If mefonry fhines - refulgent,
by the fplendour of her building, let mafons
alfo thing, by their virtue, -their benevolence,
and chamy As thc walls here to be ereted;
vull often circumfcribe our focial band, let
friend+
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frxcndﬂup unite our hearts by evety virtuous
tieg and, as we do not now fo much apply
ourfelves to the ftudy of the liberal arts, as
' 'thcrcby to raife our fame and greatnefs, let us
“convince the world, that we attend to virtue—
let us eftablith our houfe and fame in truth
and righteoufnefs.

THE oration being ended, the grand-trea-
furer again waved his wand, and the grand
honours were given as before. A grand piece
~ of mufic was then performed by the inftru-
ments, and an ode on mafonry rehearfed ;
after which the grand officers left the trench,
and the proceflion was refumed, and conti-
nued three times round as before.

Tue whole ceremony was conducted with
the greateft order and decorum. The grand-
matter and the reft of the brethren then pro-
ceeded through the city in proceffion in their
‘carriages, without expofing any of the En/ignis
of the order, to Leather-fellers Hall, where an
:elegant entertainment was provided and the
evening concluded with grcat joy and fefti-

thy.

N Cx-~
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CerEMONY obferved at the Dedication of
FREE-MASONS HALL.

ON Thurfday the 23d of May 1776, the
‘right hon. lord Petre, the grand-mafter and
his officers, with a very numerous and very
brilliant company of pait grand officers and
brethren of eminence and diftin@ion, with the
members of the hall committee and their af-
filtants, affembled in the committee room ad-
jacent to the hall, where the grand lodge was
opened in ample form about 12 o’clock.
Upwards of 200 ladies, who were compli-
mented with tickets to fee the ceremonies
‘and hear the mufical performers, attended,
and were introduced by the affiftants to the
hall committee into the galleries of the hazll.
In the upper part of the hall the orcheftra
was built, where above 60 inftrumental and.
30 vocal performers were placed. The maf-
ter and wardens of lodges, and private bre-
thren, were arranged in particular feats fet
apart for their reception in the hall. The
proceflion was formed in the committee room,
and confifted only of prefent and paft grand-
officers, grand-ftewards, members of the

_ hall
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hall committee and their affitants, and the
mafters of the feven oldeft lodges prefent. At
half paft twelve the proceflion entered the
ha}l in the following Drdcr 3 K

GRAND Tyler, with a drawn fword—-four
gylcrs, -carrying the lodge covered with whitg
fattin—~mafter of the feventh lodge; carrying
two filver pitchers, containing wine and oil—
the mafter-of the fixth ladge, carrying a gold
pitcher, containing corn-—affiftants to the halt
committee, with white rods, two and two—
members of the hall committee, who were
not grand-officers, two and two—the brethren
from .the lodge of Aifred in Oxford in-theie
academical drefs; two and two— grand-ftew-
ards, two ahd two—wthe firft light carried
by the mafter of the fifth lodge—wardens of’
the ftewards lodge—mafter of the ftewards
Jodge—patt grand-fword-bearer——architect,
carrying ® fquare, level, and “plumb-rule—
mafter of the fourth lodge, carrying the bible,
compafles, and fquare, on a velvet cufbion—

‘grand-chaplain—grand-fecretary, with the bag
—grand-treafurer, with-the: ftaff—provincial
grand-miafters, juniors’ walkinj -firlt—thg fe-
cond hgh; carried by the mafter of the third

- N a lodge—

Vv
Ri?
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lodge~ paft junior grand. wardens, juniors walk-
ing. firft—paft fenior grand-wardens, juniors
walking firt—the third light carried by the
mafter of the fecond lodge—junior grand-
warden—fenior grand-warden—deputy grand-
mafter—mafter of the fenior lodge, carrying
the book of conftitutions——grand-fword-bearer,
carrying the fword of ftate—grand-mafter.

On the proceffion reaching the grands

mafter’s .chair, the brethren who formed the
proceflion were proclaimed, .and from that
ftation walked round the hall three times; at
the end of the third proceffion, the prefent
and paft grand-officers repaired to their feats
on a platform at the upper part of the hall;
and the other grand-officers to the upper. part
of the front feats on each fide of the lodge;
and the grand-ftewards and members of the
hall committee to the lower part of the fame
feats. Immediately on the grand-mafter being
. proclaimed, the mufic began to play, and con-
tinued to perform a grand piece till all the
‘members in the proceflion were feated ; the
lodge was then placed in the centre of the
+hall, and the three lights, with one gold and
awo filver pitchers, containing corn, wine, and
- _ - —— oil,
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oil, were placed, thereon; the bible, com-:
pafles, fquare, and book of conftitutions, on-
a velvet cufhion, being placed on the pedeftal,:
the' foundation ftone anthem (p. 85) was
then fung; after which an exordium on ma-
fonry was pronounced by the grand-fecretary,
and we are exceedingly forry it cannot be in~
ferted ; but muf refer our readers to the elo-
gium given of it in Dr. Dodd’s Oration *y
concluding with the archite&’s defire to retum

the implements intrufted to his care at laying

the foundation ftone, on ‘which the architef
addrcﬁ’cd the grand-maﬁer as follows
‘Mosr warfhipful gmd nght hon grand-
mafter! on laying ‘the foundation ftone of
this moft'magnificent building, your lordfhip
was pleafed to intruft thefe implements to my
care. I have ufed them, ‘and I truft with fome
degree ‘of dredit, in raifing this mafonic ftruc~
ture, now ready far dedication, which, though
far from being finithed, has obtained the ap-
probation of fa great a judge in archite&ure
'as your lordfhip, our greateft artifts in g
neral, and the whole body of mafons in paru-
¥ Q_wta edmnn. P 3. R
cular,
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cular, Inow beg leave to return thefe (fquare,
level, and plumb-rule) having in the firft in-
ftance ufed them to advantage. The orna-
mental part, I hope to be able to finith in
that elegant and delicate flile the fraternity
wilhes, ftri¢tly adhering to the moft correct
rules in archite®ture. Moft excellent grand- -
matfter, grand-officers, grand-ftewards and
brethren, be pleafed to accept of my moit
grateful thanks, in preferring me to any other
to raife -your mafonic hall, and which I hope,

when finithed, will give you all fatisfaltion,

His lordfhip exprefled his approbation of
the archite@’s conduct, and commanded the
proper officers to receive back the implements
which had been delivered him at laying the
foundation ftone. A folemn - piece of mufic -
was next performed, during which the ladies
withdrew to tea and coffee, and-{uch of the
muficians who were not mafons, retired to
accompany them. The. grand-mafter then
‘ordered the hall to be tyled, on which the
odge was uncovered, and the grand-fecretary
informed the grand-mafter, that it was. the
defire of the fociety to have the hall dedicated
" to mafonry; on which the grand-mafter com-

S , manded
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manded the grand-officers to affift in that ce.
remony, during which the organ kept play-
ing folemn mufic. The grand-officers then
walked round the lodge in proceffion three
times, ftopping each time for the ceremony of
dedication : at the end of the firft proceflion,
the organ was filent, and the grand-mafter
declared in folemn form ‘the hall dedicated to
mafonry, which being proclaimed by the
grand-fecretary, the grand honours were givcn:
at the end of the fecond procefiion, the organ
was filent, and the grand-mafter in folemn
form declared the hall dedicated to wvirize,
.which being proclaimed, the grand honours
were given as before : at the end of the third
proceflion, the organ was filent; and the
grand-mafter in folemn form declared the hall
dedicated to univerfal charity and benevolence,
which being proclaimed, the grand honours
were given as before: the lodge was then co-
vered, and the ladies introduced amidft the
acclamations of the brethren: next a grand
anthem (p..86) was fung. The following
oration on mafonry was then delivered by

William Dodd, L.L.D. grand-chaplain.

Mosz
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_ Most worthipful grand-matter and brethten
all! there never was a ftranger paradox ad.
vanced, than that, which the gloomy pbilsfo-
pher of Malmefbury hath laboured to fupport,
~againft the fociability of man. Evcry feeling
of the human heart,—every trait in the human
charaer,—every line in the hiftory of civi.
lized nature ferves to explode t.he idea; and to
convince us, ¢ that man is a being formed
for ﬁam;y, and deriving from thence his higheft
felicity and glory,” Nay, indecd, the biflory
of mankind might well be confidered as < the
-« biftory of fecial kfe 3 perpetually and invae
s nably tending more and more to perfeca
e non '

I'r is not to be doubted, that the mxghty :

mafter-hand, which with fo much facility
created from the duft of the earth the rewp
“firft inhabitants of it, could, with equal eafe,
have created shoufunds of the fame fpecies,
and have given them all the means and ad-
vantages of perfet civilization. - But He
thought good to ¢reate #ova only, with an evi-
dent purpofe t0 a gradaal: population of the
earth which he had formed; and to a gradual
@dvancement of thofe improvements, for which

He
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He wilely fitted the human mind; aid in
which He as wifely determined to. keep that
mind contirually occupied. '

- Hence, we perceive, that from this fertilé
and unexhaufted ftorehoufe of human intelli-
gence and invention, arts, fciences; and cul-
ture of every kind have ptroceeded, with gra-
dual progrefsy and Man,—peculiarly diftin-
guifhed as he is from the whole animal crea-
tion, by his boundlefs capability of invention
and improvement—Man hath ftill gone on to
cultivate and adorn focial life: and to beau-
tify and blefs that ‘life with all which Urility
could afk; which Reafon could approve ; nay,
or even the luxuriance of Fanmcy itfelf, with
charmed eyes, could delight in and admire!

ImmorTALITY and glory crown the men—
thofe truly great ard diftinguifhed worthies;
who have nobly added to the advance-
ment of buman bappinefs, by the advance=
ment of civilization !—whos by the invention
or improvement of arts and fciences—of reli-
‘glon and laws, by Zaman or civil culture,—
have been inftrumental to exalt the dignity,
and to enlargs the comforts of their fpecies!

o Kings
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Kings of the earth !—who have furled with
exulting triumph your ftandards, crimfon’d
in fellow-creatures blood !\ —mighty conquerors!
—who have proudly built your fame on wide-
fpread ruin, and fearful devaftation!—how
doth your falfe honour fade, and fink into
darknefs and ObeUll'ity, before the ever-living
luftre of rbeir genuine glory—thofe fathers,
friends, and- benefa&ors of  mankind—thofe
true heroes, who, like their juft emblem, sbe
Sun, have perpetually diffufed life, bleffing,
beneficence ; have exifted only to 'inﬁru&, im-
prove, and humanize the world!

Trese—Ilufirious Hearers! are the men,
whom we exult to call BReTHREN: and of
this truly honourable fraternity it is, that
Masonry, throughout all ages, hath been
compofed : an inftitution,—~not, as the igno-
rant. and uninfiructed vainly fuppofe, founded
on unmeaning myftery, and fupported by mere
good-fellowfbip :~but < an inftitution founded
“ on eternal reafon and truth; whofe deep
« bafis is the civilization of mankind; and
« whofe everlatting glory it is, to have the
* immoveable fupport of thofe two mighty-
« pillars, Science and MoralityI” I

N »
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~In proof of what I advance, permit me
juft to touch, with a paffing pencil,—as the
time,—not as the unlimited nature of my fubjest
will admit;—juft to fouch upon—(1.) the
ANTIQUITY ;4-(2,) the ExTenT ;—(3.) the
COMPREHENSIVENESS ;—(4.) the EXCELLENCE
and UrtiLity of our Royal Arz; of whofe
‘daily advancing progrefs, highly fourifhing
Jate, and unqueftionable meriz, who can doubt
a moment—that beholds this fplendid Epi-
FICE ; that confiders this lovely, honourable,
and illuftrious affemblage ?

1. And permit me to obferve, that the
brightett title fuffer no diminution of luftre;
nay, that Nobility itfelf derives diftinction,
from the fupport and countenance of an infti-
tution fo venerable. For, if ANTIQUITY
merits our attention, and demands ouyr reve-
renge,—where will the fociety be found, that
hath an equal claim ?—Mafons are well in-
formed from their own private and interior
records, that -the duilding of Solomon’s Temple
‘is an important zra, from whence they derive
many myfteries of their art. Now, be it re-
membered, that this great ‘event took place
above & thoufand years before the Chriftian

0oz . ra;
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* #ra; and confequently more than a century
before Homer, the firft of the Grecian poets,

wrote 3 and above ji've centunes before P]Iba-,
garas* brought from -the Eaft his. fublime .
fyftem of truly mafonic mﬂruftxon, to xllumg-

nate our wcﬁern world,

BuT, remote as is #bis period, we date not
from thence the commencement of our art.
For though it might owe to the wife and glo-
rious king of Ifrael fome of its many myftic
forms and hieroglyphic ceremonies, yet- cer-
tainly the art itfelf is coeval with Man, the
great fubjet of it. Nay, it may be well ftiled
coeval with Creation; when the Sovereign Ar-
caiTect raifed on mafonic principles thig
beauteous globe ,-—-and commanded that
majier feience Geometry to lay the rule to the
planetary world, and to regulate by its laws
the whole ftupendous fyftem, in juft unerring
.?rppqgt;op rolling round the ccntral Sunl

2, And as JMa[omy is of thls remote antj '

gq:ty, fo is ity as mxght reafonably bc ima-

# See Dacjer’s Lift of Bythagorsss

[N
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gined, of boundlefs Extent, We trace its
' footi’ceps in the- moft dlﬁant, the moft remote

ages and pations. of the world. We find it
amongft the firft and moft celebrated civilizers
of the Eaft *, we deduce it regularly, from the
firft aftronomers on the plains of Chaldea, to
the wife and myftic kings and priefts of

® ¢ The beauty and fertility of thofe .climes (the
¢ Eaftern)’ fays Abbé Reynall, ¢ hath ever engendered
¢a nioft. numerous race of people, as well as abun.
¢ dance of ‘fruits of ¥l kinds. There, laws and arts,
¢ the offspring of ‘genius and tranquillity, have arifen
¢from the fettled ftate of government; and luxury,
¢ the parent of every enjoyment that attends induftry,
* has fprung out of the richnefs of the foil. India,China,
¢ Perfia, and Egypt, were in poffefiion not only of all

,‘ ¢ the ftores of nature, but alfo of the moft brilliant

# inventions of art. War has frequently obliterated
¢ every monument of genius in thefe parts, but they
¢ revive again out of their own ruins, as well as man«
¢ kind. Not unlike thofe laborious fwarms wa fee pe-
s rith in their hives by the wintry blaft of the nerth,

-# and which reproduce themfelves in fpring; retain-

¢ ing fill the fame love of toil and order. There are
s certain Afiatic nations, which have fill preferved

s the-arts of luxury with their materials, notwithftand-

¢ing the incurfions and.conquefts ofi the' Tartarss
Yol. iv. P 489

o Eo
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Egypt*;—the fages of Greece, the philofe-
phers of Rome:—nay, and even to the rude
and Gothic builders of a dark and degenerate
age; whofe valt temples ftill remain amongft
us, as monuments of their attachments to the
Mafonic arts, and as high proofs of a tafte,
which, however irregular, muft always be
efteemed awful and venerable +.

In truth, in no civilized age or country hath
Mafanry been neglected : the moft illuftrious
characters,~—kings and noBles‘,r—fages and le- -
giflators,—authors and artifts,—have thought’
it their glory to protect and to honour it. And,
at the prefent hour, while we find the drother-
#oed fuccefsfylly eftablithed in every kingdom’

* The regal and facerdotal offices, in the ancient
world, were frequently united ; Melchizedec was king
and prieft; and Virgil {'Peakp of Anius under the fame
charalters: )

Rex Auiusy rex idem bominum Phabique facerdos.
Zn. iii, 8o.
- 4+ So Abbé Reynall obferves,—¢ The Gothic ages
‘¢ have left us fome monuments, the boldnefs and ma-
¢ jefty of which ftill firike the eye amidft the ruin of
<tafte and elegance.” p. 526. :
S of
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of the earth, we are happy to rank in that
lit many names, which do honour to their:
own,—would have done honour to any age.
To enumerate them would be a tafk abundantly
pleafing; but the time allows me not. It
would, however, be inexcufable to omit par--
ticularifing that Hero-King, that bright and
northern ftar, whom the admiring world al-
lows to be one of the greateft princes, and of
whom we may juftly boaft as one of the firft
and moft diftinguithed friends and lovers of
our Art! I—-that ancient, honourable 4rt, for

whofe

1 I cannot with-hold from my reader the following
eulogium on the king of Pruffia, by the hiftorian fo.
often quoted, and whofe work alone would confer
immortality, ¢ The king of Pruffia alone hath in-
¢ vented a new method of difciplining armies, of head-
¢ ing battles, and of gaining victories. This prince,
¢ who would have been better ferved by another nation,
¢ and certainly better commended than he could pof—
¢ fibly be by his own ; who hath not had, fince Alex-
¢ ander, his equal in hiftory, for extent and variety
¢ of talents; who, without having been himfelf formed
¢ by Greeks, hath been able to form Lacedzmonians;
¢ he, in a word, who hath deferved, beyond all others,’
¢ that his name fhould be recorded in his age, asa '
¢ diftinétion vying in greatnefs with thofe of the fineft
¢ ages of the world: this fame ang of Pruflia hath
¢ totally
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whofe promotion and dignity Lopces are
opened in every quarter of the globe.—For
1 cannot but remark with peculiar pleafure,
that in whatfoever elfe men may difpute and
difagree, yet they are all unanimous to refpe&
and to fupport a fingularly amiable inftitution
which annihilates all parties; conciliates all
private opinions; and renders thofe who’by
their Almighty Father were made of one blood,
to be alfo of one heart and one mind; BrE-
THREN, bound, firmly bound together by that
indiffoluble tie—¢¢ the love of their Goo, and
¢ the love of their Kind.”

3; THis alone might well be judged afufe
ficient reafon for the extemt, and, if we may

¢ totally changed the principles of war, by giving in
¢ fome meafure to the legs an advantage over the arms
"« that is to fay, that by the rapidity of his evolutions
¢ and the celerity of his marches, he ‘hath always ex-
¢ celled his enemies, even when he hath not conquered
¢« them, All the nations of Europe hath been obliged
¢ to imitate his example, in order not to be obliged.
¢ to fubmit to him. He will enjoy the glory, fince

it is one, cf having raifed the art of war to a degree:
¢ of perfe&tion, from which, fortunately, it cannot -
¢ but degenerate.” p. 452.

' _ ‘ fo
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fo fay, wniverfality of the Craft.  But, when
to this we farther add, the GOMPREHENSsIVE-
~ess of the inftitution, and the vaft circle of
arts and fciences which it takes in, we fhall no
longer wonder at that extent ; but be fatisfied,
* That Masonry muft and will always keep
« pace, and run parallel with the culture
“ and civilization of mankind” Nay, we
may pronounce with ftri& truth, That where
Mafonry is not, civilization will never be
found. And fo in fa& it appears: for, in
Jovage countries, and barbarous climes—
where operative Mafonry never lays the line,
nor ftretches the compafs—where fkilful Ar-
chitefture never plans the dome, not rears the
well-ordered column;——on thofe benighted

. realms, liberal Science never {miles, nor does

ingenuous Art exalt, refine, embellith, and
foften the mind *!

Bur, give Masonry once to exert her
heaven-defcended talents, even in realms like

* ® QOvid’s famous line is fo well known, and become, -

‘exit were, fuch a general axiom, thatitis fcarce need- -

fil even'to hint at it;
' - ¢ Ingenuas didiciffe, &c.”

) thofes
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thofe;—let her rear the dwelling, and teach
the lofty temple to emulate the clouds;—fee
what a train of Arts immediately enter, and
join, in ample fuite, to give their patron Ar-
chitecture completion and glory *!—Lo! at
their .

N

* ¢« The Genius,” fays Abbé Reynall, ¢ which
¢ prefides over Defign raifed three of thefe arts at
¢ once; I mean Archite®ture, Sculpture, and Paint-
¢ ing. Archite&ture, in which convenience of itfelf
¢ regulated thofe proportions of fymmetry that con-
¢ tribute to give pleafure to the eye; Sculpture,
¢ which flatters princes, and is the reward of great
men; and Painting, ‘which perpetuates the remem~
¢ brance of noble alions, and the inftances of mutual
¢ love’ And {peaking of the union and dependence
of the arts and manufaétures, ile goes on, ¢ Manu-
¢ falures contribute to the advancement of know-
¢ ledge and of the fciences. The torch of induftry
¢ ferves at once to enlighten a vaft horizon. No
¢ art is fingle: the greater part of them have their
¢ forms, modes; inftruments, and elements, in com-
¢ mon. The mechanics themfelves have contributed
¢ prodigioufly to extend the ftudy of mathematics.
¢ Every branch of the genealogical tree of fcience
¢ has unfolded itfelf with the progrefs of the arts and:
¢ handicrafts. Mines, mills, cloth-works, dying, have
¢ enlarged the fphere of philofophy and natural hif-
¢ tory. Luxury has givenrife to the art of enjoyment,
¢ ‘which is entirely dependent on the liberal arts. As
‘ ’ ' "~ ¢foon
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their head, Scwlpture with his animating chiffel

bids the forming marble breathe!—See Paint- -
ing with his vivid pencil fteal Nature’s faireft

tints, while the glowing canvas ftarts beneath

his touch into beauty and life ! —See the long
labours of the loom; the ftoried tapeftry, and
the rich wrought filk, employed to decorate
the habitation which every art and every ex-}l
etion of the manufacturer and mechanic are
bufied to complete! : o

But not the manual arts alone attend:
hark !—through the finifhed dome divine

¢ foon as Archite&ure admits of ornaments with-

¢ out, it brings with it decorations for the’ infide of
¢ our houfes; while Sculpture and Painting 3re at the
¢ fame time at work for the embellifhment and adorn-
* ing of the edifice. The art of Defign is employed
¢ in our drefs and furniture. The peacil, ever fertile
* in novelty, is varying without end its fketches and
¢ thades on our ftuffs and our porcelain. The powers
¢ of genius are exerted in compofing at leifure mafter-
¢ pieces of poetry and eloquence, or thofe happy fyf-

* tems of policy and philofophy, which reftore to the

‘ people their natural rights, and to fovereigns all |
¢ their glory, which confifts in reigning over the heart

‘and the mind, over the opinion and will of their -
* fabjects, by the means of reafon and equity.” P, 492.

Pa ‘ Mufic
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Mufic pours her foul-commanding founds ; with
Rer artful hand and finely-varied tones {fweetly
enforcing the lofty and inftruive leffons of
heaven-born Poefy | —=which, whilft it wraps the
delighted ‘mind in deep contemplation, gives
birth-and being to thofe fage, thofe civil, thofe
legiflative and moral plans; or, in one word,
to all that round of Jpecalative Mafonry, which
fecures, adorns, and dignifies fociety; and
reprefents in ﬂrong contraft the fzvage, and-
the civilized man *) ‘

® Sce the hiftories of the Savages in America,
Kamf{chatzca, Greenland, &c. Theingenious author
of ¢ The View of the internal Evidence of thre Chrif--
¢ tian Religjon’ (to whom I am happy in an oppor-
tunity to pay my feeble tribote of thanks for his
wleful, well-timed, and irrefragable wosk) obferves,
¢ That if we turn our eyes to thofe remote regions of
¢ the globe, to which fupernatural affitance has never
§ yet extended, we {hali there fee men, endued with
$ fenfe¢ and reafon not inferior to eur own, {o far from’
~ ¢ being capable of forming fyftems of  religion and-

morahty, ‘that they are at this day totally unable to
¢ make a nail or a hatchet,—From whence we may
¢ furely be convinced, that reafon alone is fo far ffom
¢ ‘being fufficient to offer to mankind a perfe&t reli-
¢ gion, that it has never yet been able to lead them
* to any degree of culture or civilization.” P, 116, &c.

Taus
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- Tuus .comprebenfive is .the noble Art we
boaft ; and fuch are the triumphs.of Arcbitec-
ure alone, in whofe ample grafp are contained
fuch numberlefs benefits to human nature,
and which may.juftly be deemed the peculiar
and favourite child of civizilation, as well as
the unerring mark and criterion of that civili-
zation, and of the progrefs of the fine arts
in every ftate.—Were I to proceed—-or had
I affumed for my proof that wonderful, all,
informing {cience on which Mafonry i 'builc;
nay,: and ‘which—proud Mifirefs of Artsl-—s
iflues forth her commanding laws, nat anly
to thofe arts, but even to #ssure—~ecven to
nature’s ampleft round—che folar ffiem itlelf:
~had Geometry ‘besn my  théme~—the time
would have failed me to have recounted even
a part of that comprehenfive extent and reach -
of inftruction ;—that inexhaufted fund of in-
formation and knowledgg, of improvement
and advantage, which ‘it imparts to its ftu-
dious votaries. Happy.- votarrcs—adcpts in
thue Mafanry-—-cver the zealous and moft ar-
dent admirers of natural and moral beauty !
for they are efpecxally fenfible of the beauties
of that world, -which, amongft the mtelhgent
$recks, knew no other name. And well'in-

deed
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deed might it be ftyled Korpos, effential
« BeauTy;” =for it excels, at once, in all
the regularity of order, the exa&nefs of pro-
portion, the.glow of colouring, the force of
expreflion, and the ftrength éf defign.

4. But future and more extenfive difcufe
fions of this high and entertaining theme may,
perhaps, through your honourable fantion
engage my pen®*. For the prefent—after what
hath been already advanced, can any man
doubt a moment of ¢ the ExceLLENCE and
¢ yTiLiTy of MasoNry,” thus deep in an-
tiquity, boundlefs in extent, and univerfal in
its comprehenfion of fcience, operative and
fpeculative; thus, in its wide bofom, ema
bracing at once the whole circle of Artsand
Morals? ‘

- To attempt its encomium  (particularly
after what has been -already fo ably, fo ele-
gantly advanced by my worthy brother )
would be * wafteful and fuperfluous excefs;”

" #* The author did not live to publifh any thing more
on Mafonry, ' ‘ v
+ Mr. HesserTine, the Grand-fecretary, whofe
Exordium was not more elegant and inftruilive, thap

ably and eloquently delivered. '
| - would
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would be, in the fine language of our firft
and fublimeft of Bards,

“ To gild refined gold, to paint the lily,

¢ To throw a perfume on the violet ;

¢ To fmooth the icey to.add anvtber bue .
« Unto the rainbow; or, with taper-light
¢ To feck the beauteous eye of Heav’n to garnifh.””

For who, in this polithed, this improving
age, is infenfible of the attrattion, the excel-
. lence, the utility of the Fine Arts, the Li-

beral bcxcnccs*? Who, in this peculiarly
humane

* It is a pleafure to remark, that while our country
has equalled Rome in arms, fhe is every day advanc-
ing, and we truft will rival Greece in Arts ;—fo
that Zirgil’s fine compliment to both thefe countries,
we may hope, will be completely applicable to her:

¢ Excudent alii fpirantia mollius =ra

¢ Credo equidem, vivos ducent de marmore vultus;

¢ Orabunt caufas melius, ceelique meatus

¢ Defcribent radio, & furgentia fidera dicent :

¢ T'u regere imperio populos, Romane, memento !

¢ Ha tibi erunt artes; pacifque imponere morem,

¢ Parcere fubjetis, & debellare fuperbos. ‘
. Zn, vi. 847.

Bifhop Hall, in his Quo Vadis (p. 644) fpeaking

of England, fays, ¢ The double: pmfc which was of
© o fod
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‘humane and philanthropic zra, is cold to the

call of BENEVOLENCE——that never failing
attendant on the ingenuous Arts;=—that all-
pervading, all-performing. virtue, which in
one fhort and eafy word, Thox fbalt love thy
neighbour as thyfelf, comprizes all duty, and
confummates the round of moral perfettion.

InpzED, the celebrated Eulogy which Ci1-
czro pafieth on philofophy, may with equal
propnety' be applied to Masonry, duly prac-
nfed and rightly underftood. For in that
view it will be found eminently ¢ the im«
& provement of youth, and the delight of
<« old age. The ornament of profperity, the
« refuge and folace of adverfe hours: it
“« pleafes at home ; is no incumbrance abroad :
“ i lodgcs: with us; travels with us; and
« adds amufement and pleafure to our rural
s retirement . '

Wit

4 old given to two great natiens, that Jzalie could not
¢ be put downe for armes, nor Greecs for leatning,
¢ {s happily met in our one Iland. Thofe therfore
< that crofs the feas to fill their braine, doe but tra-
¢ vell northward for heat, and' feeke thal: cindle
¢ which they carry in their hande.’

- 4 ¢ Hzc ftudia adolefcentiam. alunt, feneftutem

. oble&ant, fecundas res.ornant ; adverfis perfogium
: . ¢ ac
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Wirs heart-felt zeal and fincerity, allow
me then, right rioble and worthy Bretbren, to
congratulate you on the advancement, the
progrefs, and prefent ftate of our ufeful, ex-
cellent, antique, and myftic Lore! more par-

_ ticularly allow me to congratulate you on this

great and feftive day; on this folemn pEpICA-
TIoN with high pomp and fong, of am EpI-
FI1CE, which does equal credit to its archite&t,
and to the craft; and which promifes a long
line of ftability and glory to Mafonry, in this
its favourite land}

Axp while by our fincere good-will and
friendly regard each for the other;—while by
our liberal and merciful relief of the Bretbren -
#n difirefs;—while by the eftablifhment of an
univerfal language and communication, for

§ ac folatium przbent; dele®ant domi; non impe-
¢ diunt foras; pernotant nobifcum; perigrinantur;
¢ rnfticantur.’ And fo alfo Vitruvius, in his Preface,
p- 14, finely obferves, ¢ Do&um (hac in fcientia)
¢ folum ex omnibus, neque in alienis locis pere-
¢ grinum eflé, neque, amiffis familiaribus & neceflariis
¢ inopem amicorum; fed in omni civitate civem cen.
¢ {en, adyerfofque fortun® cafus poffe defpicere.’
, Vitruv. Prafat, L. vi.

Q the

3
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the attainment of thofe two purpofes through-
out the earth, under the feal of moft facred
and inviolable fecrefy;—whilft thus, we feem
to have amply provided for the interefts of
BENEVOLENCE: f0 let us, by every method,
“and by every encouragement in our power,
- court the LIBERAL ARTS to came and dwell
amongft us: let the means of their cultiva-
tion and improvement be the frequent fubjeét
of our beft and moft ferious difquifitions: let
us endeavour to hold forth every engaging al-
lurement, that they may approach'and apply
their elegant and wonder-working fingers, to
finifh the beauties of this well-ordered dame; -
and to make it, what we wifh, the diftin-
gulfhed refidence of immortal MASONRY1 o

- An @ra, which canaot be far_ditant: for
the magnificence of our building, in fo fhort
a period, thus wonderfully grown up hefore
us, fpeaks in emphatic language, at once the
zeal and the ability of its friends; and fhi-
mulates—with a force far beyond all the
eloquence of the moft perfuafive orator;—
fimulates every noble heart to a gallant emu-
lauon, and muft mfpare a with to contribute
towards

o
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towards the perfeltion of fo beautiful and
clegant a defign. '

Nor can the brilliant and generous ex-
ample of that illuftrious NosLEMAN, who fo

honourably prefides over us, want its due-ef-
fe&t ;—a Nobleman—you, my Brethren, all
agree with me—not more diftinguithed as a
Mfon than as a-Man! whofe love of liberal
Arts, and whofe regard for moral virtue, are
not confined to the Lodge, but accompany and
adorn him in all the walks of life! Undet
fuch: aufpices may the Craft reft happy and

fecure, and flourith for ever as the Palm!—
and may this HaLL, awfully dedicated to
Mafonty, 10 Virtue, 10 Benevolence*, ftill and
for ever behold each ennobling fcience, each

ingenuous Art, fmile and triumph, foften and" ' /

civilize beneath its roof l——May private '
friendthip and public virte dignify and dif
tinguith the heart and charalter of every
Ma]bn, -who here fhall form and fill the myf-

tic Ladg:!

' ® $ee the Ceremonial of Dedication, .
Q2. Anp
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ANnp when the facred folemn rites are
done, when feftive Hilarity affumes his focial
feat, may decent politenefs, and fweetly-fmil-
ing innocence, for ever wreathe the chaplet

for his brow, crown- his bowl and command
hls Jorg!

Axp, while amidft the fcientific labours of
the Lodge, elevated fchemes of improving
Art engage and enrapture our Minds ; while
holy and ancient myfteries warm the imagina-
tion with improvement’s kindred glow; —
while in the mournful inveRtigation of a Bro-
‘ther’s wants pleading pity melts our eye, and
generous compaffion {wells the feeling breaft ;
—while amidft the chearful exertions of
inoffenfive mirth, of heart-enlarging, friendly .
communication—refleGtion fhall be enabled
to look back with pleafure, and impartial
confcience fhall find nothing to difapprove:
then, my Brethren, may we, with comfort
and’ with confidence, lift up our adormg
hearts : R

AND WE DO LIFT THEM UP TO Thee, Great
Nature’s adorable and wonderous Geometri-
cian! Almighty Parent of the World | wife

. Former
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Former of Man! imploring. on this; and os
all ourother laudable undcriakings, thy favour,
thy blefling, thy aid, without which, vajhxan_d'_
fruitlefs are all the efforts of feeble. men !— :
"Tis from - Thee, bcneﬁcqnt Founder of our
frame, that we have received, the beart to

~ feel; the. band to labour; the eye to bebold

the ear to kear ; the tongue to proclaim ;, and
-ali the. facylties which -make us fu ﬁeptzble of
moral, partakers of naturel good '-Tcach us,
then, to delight in. them, to improve them as
thy bleffing; and through the bcauty, ordcx,

and excellence of created things, to view, con-
template and adore thy uncreated excellence
and beauty !

ForMeD as thy Temple, and enriched with |
the ornaments of: thy. creative wifdom,—
confummate Architect of thy mafter building,

- Man!—we look up to Thee, to infpire us

with underftanding, with feience, with virtue,
with all which can dignify,  refine, and exalt
our nature, and render the temple at leaft not

“wholly unworthy -of its"fatred- inhabitant | —

To this end, dire& us to' make the BLESSED

'vOLUME of thy xnﬁ;tu&lve wxfdom, ‘the never-

erring
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érring fquare to regulate our condudt 4; the
eompafs within whofe circle we fhall ever walk
with fafety and with peace; the infallible
plimb-line and criterion of reitude and truth!
Enable us to fill up every fphere of duty with
exa&tnefs and honour'; and by our amiable
attention to all the fweet and blefled offices,
the endearing charities of focial lif¢ in parti.
cular, teach us to win the love of thofe who-
unite in thofe tender offices with us : and as
fathers, hufbands, friends,~—~as worthy mex
and worthy Mafons,—to diftinguith and exalt
the profeflion which we boaft !

Anp, while through thy bounty—rich Dif-
penfer of every blefling !—our cups overflow
with ‘plenteoufnefs, 'and wise, and corn, and
oil *, dehght and cheer our boards: Oh, may

+ Sbakefpeare—that all comprehendmg genius,—= .
in his play of Antony and Cleopatra puts a fpeech
into the mouth of Antony, a&i ii, fcene 3, which plain-
1y heéws that immortal bard was one of our brethren :

¢ My OQavia,
#¢ Read not my blemithes in the world’s report,
¢ I have not kept my /guare ; but that to come
s Shall all be done by rale”

B See the Ceremomal of the Ded:catlon. ’
v our
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our full hearts never be wanting in gratitude,
and in the voice of thankfgiving to Thee;
in liberal fentiments and fuccour towards every
laudable undertaking; in the qu'ickeﬁ: fenfi-
blhty, and readieft relief we can give to the
woes and diftrefles of our fellow-creatures—
of all mankind—of every being, univerfal Lord!
who bears thy image, and looks up to thy
providence; who is fed by thy hand, hopes
for thy future and all comprehcndmg mercy,

~ and can and will triumphantly unite with us,

—with -the general voice of Mafuns and of
Men,—carneftly and emphatically faying,

* « Fatber of All! in every age,
& Inevery chme ador’d;
. BJ Saint, by Savage, and by Sage,
= ¢ Jehovah, Jove, or Lord!
« To Thee, whofe temple is all fpace,
<" Whofe altar; earth, fea, Sries
% One chorus let all Being raife,
«“ All Nature's incenfe rife I’

| -AFTER
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- ArTer this' the Coronation Anthem was
fung, viz.

Zadogk the prieft, and Nathan the prophet,
anointed Solomon king. And all the people
rejoiced, and faid, God fave the king, long
Jive the king, may the king live for ever.

Amen. Hallelujab!

" Hallelyjab—For the Lord God omnipotent
reigneth. The kingdom of this world is be-
come the kingdom of our Lord and of his
Chrift, and he fhall reign for ever and ever,
King of Kings, Lord of Lords. Hallelujab !

ArteRr which, donations from feveral re-
fpetable brethren were proclaimed, Then
the following New Ode, written by a. mem-
ber of tbe Royal Alfred Lodge at Oxford, and
fet o muﬁc by Mr. Fijber, was performcd
yiz.

~STROI’HE.
‘ AIRr,
WHAT folemn founds on holy §insi rung
When heav’nly lyres, by angel-fingers ﬂ‘rung,'
-According to th’ immortal lay,
" ‘That hymn’d creation’s natal day, ,
' AT ' Recr- -
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Recirarive, accompanied:
T'was then the fheuting fons of mors
Blefs’d the great omnific word :——
« Abafh’d hoarfe j Jamng atoms hcard,
s Forgot their pealmg ﬁnfe, D
«And foftly crowded into hfc," T
When order, lai, and harmony were born,

’ CHoORuUS: -

‘The mighty mafter’s pencil warm
Traced out the fhadowx form,

And bade each fair proportion grace
Smiling nature’s modeﬁ face. :

ARG
Heaven’s rareft gifts were feen to joiri
'To deck a finifh’d. form divine, |
And fil the fov’ relgn artift’ ] plan 3
T Almighty’s image ﬁamp’d the glowing frame,
And feal’d him with - the nobleft name,
Archetype of beauty, Man.

AN TISTROPHE.

SEMI-CHORUS ‘and CHoRrus.

_ Ye fpirits pure, that rous’d the tuneful threng,

And loos’d to rapture each triumphant tongue,
R Again,
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Again, with quick inftin&tive fire,
Each harmonious lip infpire:
Again bid ev’ry vocal thrpat
Difiolve in tender votive ftrain,
"AIR. ‘ .
Now while yonder white-rob’d tram n
Before the myftic fhrine
In lowly adoration join,
Now fweep the liviog lyre, and fwcll the melt-
ing note. ; z

Y

‘ 'REélTjA"I""IVE”.
Yei cre the holy r'iteslbeg'ih .
The confcious fhrine within, = "~
Bid your magic fang i 1mpart

CAmR: ,
How within the wafted heart
Shook by paffion’sruthlefs power,”
“Virtue trimnt’d her faded flower,
To op’ning buds of faireft fruit.
* How from majeflic nature's glowing faze
She caught each animating grace,
And planted there 15 immortal root.

Loiae ol

|| Alludiag to theBrethren ia their white aprona, &e.
- *The lines in Italic are omitted in the 'mufic.

EPODE,
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'EPODE.
RECITATIVE, accampamed.

‘Daughter of Gods,, fair virtue, if to thee,
And thy bright fifter, univerfal love,

Soul of all good, €’er flow’d the faothing harmony
Of pious gratulation—from above

To us, thy duteous votaries, impart.
Prefence divine.—

'AfRQ ,
The fons of anttgue art,
In high myfterious Jubxlec, ‘ )
With P=zan loud, and folcmn nte,
Thy holy ftep invite, - e
And court thy lifning ear, -
To drink the cadence clear :
That fwells the choral fymphony.

Cr—;onus. :

To. thee, by foot profane untrod, '
Thexr votive hands, havc rear’d the hlgh abedc,

Rmm’mu. -

-« Here fhall your impulfe kind -
Infpu'c the tranced mmd

Rz o .A!vk.;
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Air,
And lips of truth fhall fweetly tell
What heavenly deeds befit,
The foul by wifdom’s leffon fmit :
What praife he claims, who nobly fpurng
Gay vanities of life, and tinfel joys,
For which unpurged fancy burns,

CHoruys.
What pain he thuns, wio dares be wife ;
What glory wins, whq'd’arcs excc].

THe followmg is an cxplaqatxon on the
Ode, by the author, in a letter dxrc&c@ to
 James Hefelmxe, ch viz.

Dear Slr,

INCLOS'D 1 have ttafhfmi;tcd to you an
Ode, compofed in confequence of the requeft

of the grand-mafter (which.we confider as a

command) by one of the brethren of the lodge
of Alfred, for the confecration of the great
‘hall. I prefent it with. all- fubmiffion to the
3udgmcnt of our brethren, they are at full
}zbcrty tQ cmploy or !'CJC& it, to alter or cor-

- e, mt
.

Tect
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re& it as they pleafe. The author defires to

remain in obfcurity; it is his firft attempt in
the path of lyric poetry, and he is not a can- -
didate for fame, where he thinks he bas fo

little reafon to hope for the prize. 1f his com-

pofition proves acceptable, to his brethren of
the grand lodge, or even if it only thews his

difpofition to attend at all times to their re-
quefts, that is the higheft fatisfaction he hopes

from this undertaking. He is concerned, that .
the nature of the fubject obliged him to be

more obfcure than he might perhaps other-
wife have been; the following outlines will
fufficiently explain to you the author’s plan—
jow it is executed you will judge,

Tue Ode is defigned to be fung at the
confecration of a mafonic hall; it is therefore
addrefled to thofe angelic beings, who fhouted
for joy at the creation of the world : they are
- ipvited to attend the confecration of a build-

ing dedicated to the fervice of virtue, and
facred to the duties of charity and benevo-
lence. The ode s divided into frophe, anti-
frophe, and epode, . agreeable “to the manner
- of the Grecian lyrics. In the fropbe, the au-
thor pamts the fcene of the creation, and de-
fcribes
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fcribes the hatmony which then refounded -
through the univerfe, efpecially at the forma-
tien of man.” In the fecond -part, the anti-
JSirophe is the addrefs to the angelic beings
who. are invited to- attend a folemnity, to ce-’
lebrace. the confecration of our building, and
to'inftruct the furrounding crowd, that virtud
alone could make the human form the real
image of the divine, or bring it to a corre-
{pondent beauty with the other parts of nature;
and therefore the leaft part, the ¢pade, is more
particularly addreffed to virtue and benevo--
lence invoking their attendance on this folemn.
occafion, and dedicating to their future pro.
tection and fervice this temple of mafonry.

Tye author has given his opinion hov;' he
thinks it fhould. be fet to mufic, but that he
leaves to the better judgment of your mufical.
compofer.

- ¥ snouLp be oblmed to you for yout oplmon
on the odc. '

Iam with. grcat rcfpeft,
your humble fervant and brOther.
- New Coll. Oxon. . .. ... "
. Mouday, April 5 1976, .. - .
' AFTER
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ArTer which the proceffion was refumed,
and marched round the hall-three times, -pre-

«ceded by tylers' carrying .- the lodge as. at

entrance, during which the mufic continued
playing a grand piece. The proceffion being
returned to the committee-room, the grand
lodge was clofcd in ample form, Eﬁ’:. o

'.J

me othcr b:ethrcn acrted their talerts
in compofing odes. on fo important an occa-

fion; among which the followmcr viz.

ODE for ihc Dedication bf the FREE—
MASONS NEW HALL

By the Rev. Brother Damql Turner, A, M :
Wvolwub K"enl ’

STROPI—IE.

Recrt. and Crorus. _
What facred founds on Zson’s top were heard,
‘When rifing light ¢'illume new worlds appear’d!

- Seraphic bands all jein’d the lay,

And haild creation’s natal day. . .

Rncn' accompamed
*T'was then old Chaos ﬁoqd 3;11{:_3&’(1,
Before the Almighty’s face,
Heav'n and earth affum’d their place.
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_TK* all pervading hand,
. Divided fea and land, .
‘Then beauty, grace, and order firft were taxs’df

" Crorus, ;

/The mighty ‘atchite@ defign’d,

An emblem of his fpotlefs mind :
Perfection glow’d throughout the whole,
And harmony was naturc’s foul..

, Am.
Unﬁmﬂa’d ftill the great intent,
Once more th’ Almighty word was fent,
To fill the wond’rous plan:
The new form’d duft in majefty arofc,
"And with his Maker’s image glows,
Prince of creation, Man,

ANTISTROPHE.
. Recit. and Caorus.
Celeftial {pitits loudly founding,
* Holy harps through heav’n refounding; -
"Sweep the ftrings with touch diviae,. .
Mafons will the concert join! .
While the notes in higheft ftrain,
Wake all natUrc to a fong' o

-4 AIK.
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-AIR.

Praife to mafons doth belong,
Mafons, fons of art reveal’d; .
Tenets pure, though deep conceal’d, -
The craft :and mafter extoll,
-."While truth and life remain, -

'REecitaTive., ... .

Concord’s each peculiar fon,
Sure will baneful paffion fhun:
Unity’s the ftrongeft power, -

| , Axﬁ; '
Unity can bleffings thower,
O’er a happy band and free;
Such as is fam’d Mafonry.
Benevolence each heart expands,

A continued, ‘and,lgt the end Cnmws. -
Philanthrophy. extends the willing arm,
To feed—to fhelter—and to warm,

Each who in need of pity ftands. - .

. T e
E

S EPODE:



EPODE. -
Recit. acoompanied, R
Vistue, all hail! "~ before thy fhrine we. bow :
Exalt our minds mth_;mulat;ons fire,
To tread the paths of herges Jet us now ...
Attempterand after Jating fame afpire.
To our endeavours, aid divine impart,
And grace the works myfteriqus of our art,

C AR, .
Science ! gaudxcft plqms: of regfon,
Now to thee in this their.dwelling,
Mafons all mankind cxcellm
Yield the palms of gratcful pranfc,
And a joyful chorus ralfe, o
Which fhall laft through ev ry fcafon

CHORUS‘

Long may the focial bond remain,
‘While arts and virtue grace its relgn
‘ Rr,crrp;yx. R .
Its influence fhall held,. |

Till death doth all unfold.

S

AIR.
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Air. -
Tread geritly o'er this facred ground
Here the dome afpifing,
Breafts mafonic nobly firing,
Leads to honour;, merit, gloty's
From deep foundations neble ftructures rife
Such as bear fenown in ftofy,

Firft Cuorus.

May Blifs, eternal pleafures fair, - ‘
Crown the comipafs, -and the fyuare,

Grand C;:Aavs.-

Happy—happy—happy he, -
Who taﬁes the j JOys of Mafomy.

Tris Ode was accompamcd withi the fol-
lowing letter directed to the hallacommlttee.

Woolwcb April 17, 1776.
GENTLEMEN,

ALONG with this I pre{'enti to yéuf exs-
mination the hafty production of a few hours,
for the fhortnefs of time allotted me, and the
nature of my confined fituation- allowed no
more. I confefs the fubject to be capable of
a greatcr number both of philofophic, ma- .

: Lot S2 - {onic,
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fonic, and poetic beauties, which fhould have
been wrought into the piece, had you fooner
advifed me of it. If any other brother fur-
nith you with a better, the rejefting of mine
will give me pleafure; but fhould mine be
" approved, permit me to afk a favour, nay to
claim a right, which true mafons will never
deny a brother. '

THoucn I am not unknown to the world
in a literary chara&ter, yet I have always been
in obfcurity, owing to the want of patronage
among the great or affluent: whatever there-.
fore tends to make me better known, is a
real fervice to me. To aflit the weak is the
glory of humanity, but the duty of a mafon.
AsIam a teacher as well as a clergyman,
the printing my name and prefent place of
refidence to the ode may be of advantage to
me. ~ Such an acknowledgment, I hope, will
not be thought extravagant for me to afk,
who I*may fay lives by my pen, nor beneath
you to grant. I have the honour to bc with
profound refpect,

Gentlemcn, _
your moﬁ: obedient humblc fervant,
DANIEL TURNER.
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ODE on raifing 2 HALL facred to MA-
SONRY, by Brother Jom: WiLL1aAMSsON

of London.

No more of trifling themes or vain,
My Mufe again fhall fing,
Urania claims a nobler ftrain,
A more expanded wing.
To Mafonry exalt the joyful fong,
Soft as the infant morn——yct as the fubjeftwm
ftrong.

Behold! the facred ftruure rife,
On firm foundation laid,

‘Where Solomen the great and wife,
His bounty firft difplay’d;

The Syrian king materials brought
To aid the grand defign,

And Hiram Abiff’s happy thought
Completed it divine.

In wifdom, ftrength, and beauty fee

The three grand orders hap'ly agree.

From hence, what bleflings may arifg
By ev’ry brother’s friendly aid;

The faireft offspring of the fkies,
Kind Charity! all-charming maid!

Shall
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Shall ftretch her hand the poor to blefs,
~ And raife them up from deep diftrefs;
Banith each forrow from the breaft,
And, like the good Samaritan--balm impart.
Hail, Mafonry! to thee we raife
The fong of triumph, and of praife;
For furely unto thee belongs
The higheft notes, the nobleft fongs,
Whofe arts with happinefs delight,
And each like brethren unite.
" To noble PETRE raife the ftrain,
He bids the temple rife again,
Him future Grands * fhall joyful own,
‘Who laid the firft foundation ftone:
Let us hands together join, '
Mafonry is art divine ;
Harmony. fupports the whole,
Fills the hears, exalts. the foul.
Thrice hail again this:noble art!
Which can fuch myfic joys impart;.
The fun which fhines. fupreme: on- higls,
" The ftars that glifter in the. fky,}
The.moon that yields her filver light,
And vivifies the lonely nig_ht,,

* The ument malons )always call the' gnﬂ maﬂa-
‘h' r ”J . -

Muft
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Mutt by the courfe of nature fade away,

And all the earth alike in time decay;

But, while they laft, fhall Ma/onry endure,

Built on fuch ;pillars, folid and fecure:

And 3t the lafl, again fhall rife

Ia brotherly affe@ion to the figies.

. To Mafonty-exale thelay, .. - . ..
. Each btother raife hjs voice, . ..
Let fmiles around diffefive play, . . =

_ And heartily rejoiges ‘

Sinee noble PETRE grac'd this pxle, e

Both wifdam, ftrcngth w;th bcauty fmll::.’,‘

e 18, High Holborn, " | = " J W
May' 1776 ! Coety

Pir e&ed to Capt. Gear’ge szt& at Woalwub ‘with 2
quueﬁ tolay it bcforc the Hail-committee S

Tavs cnded Onc of the arandeﬁ: ceremo-
mcs of Mafonry evcr exhlbxtcd in thxs oi' any

o;herag.e o LT

Un~ner lord Petre’s aufplces mafonry flou-
rithed both at homq and abroad in the moﬂ:
con{picuos mannerJ, for"in the 'year 1772
the mafons at Barbadoes buxlt an elegant hall

for their meetings, In 1773 ‘the Hall-com-
' mxttcc
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mittee was firft appointed by the grand.
lodge, who had the fole care of that build-
ing, and ftill continue to have the fole go-
vernment:of the hall-fund, as well as of every
thing belonging to that ftru@ure’ and its ap-
purtenances,” 8cc.” This ‘committee confifts
of all prefent and paft grand-officers,” and of
the following brethren; viz: brothcr'yame.r
Harrifon, brothet™ Yobn Yeamons, and brother
Redmond Szmpfm. They are fubjb& to the
controul of  the grand-lodge, to whom all ‘re-
ports ‘of procétdings are: made; neithér can
any thing be paffed into a law. without .the
approbation of the grand-lodge affembled in
quarzerly comgunication.  Each member has
been honourcd with a filver medal, on ‘'which
is reprefented the implements of mafonry with
this motto, Vzdc, Audi, Tace, and on the re-
vcrfe, a fun, wrth the name and numbcr of
the owner, with this mfcnptxon 3 Free Mx;v
Jons Hall, o

IN the fame ycar an all:ancc was formcd
wnth the grand-lodge of Germa;y, , hcld at
Bcrlm, under the patronage of his ‘prefent’
Prxﬁan maje&y, who in the year following
' (namclv,"

L
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(iamely, 1%74) incorporated the fociety of
Free-mafons throughout all his dominions *.

In 1775 the office of grand-chaplain was
revived in the perfon of the learned, but un-
fortunate Dr. Dodd, L. L. D. fince whof¢
death the place has remained vacant.

During his lordfhip’s reign all paft grand-
officers were permitred to wear the jewel of
their refpective offices in a circle, pendant to
a blue riband, at all the public meetings of -
the fociety. In the fame reign an appendix
to the Book of Conftitutions was ordered to
be printed under the infpection of the Hall-
committee,

In 1976 the mafons at Sunderland built
an elegant room for the meetings of the King
George’s; and the Sea Captains lodges, which
was dedicated in an ample form. In fhort,
during lord Pesre’s reign the ground was pur-
chafed in- Londcn for building a Hall for the
grand-lodgc; of England; the foundation‘ﬁ‘o‘nc

" * See the Htﬁory and Annquity of Free- mafonry in
Germany. .

T - was
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